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President’s Piece

Richard Varley
“In character”
at the Murder
Mystery during
our 2012
Foy Conference

In 2012, Sir Andrew Motion, who was Poet Laureate of the United
Kingdom from 1999 to 2009 and became President of the Campaign to
Protect Rural England, wrote an interesting poem about climate change.
It may be found on the Treehugger website¹, which says; “He has an
outspoken view of those who deny global warning.  He says, ‘I think
they're modern-day crackpots, they're flat-earthers. It’s ostrich behav-
iour. I think they’re wrong but their point of view has to be acknowledged
and become part of the conversation. Perhaps you have to do the same
about people who think the world was made in a week - deny it.'  The
poem starts with the words "Whose woods these are I think I know,….”

Foy has a tradition of engaging with the significant topics of the day: that
of Climate Change is one of the most high profile at the moment.  Al
Gore in his 2006 film “An Inconvenient Truth” set out to convey, in a
dramatised way, to deliver a message that global warming is a real and
present danger and that we must act now to make changes to control
and reverse those human activities that are causing it.  For example, we
are aware of the high profile efforts that are being made to reduce CO²
emissions.



Page 4

A High Court judge who ruled on whether Al Gore’s film “An Inconven-
ient Truth”, could be shown in schools, said it contains nine scientific
"errors".  Mr Justice Burton said that the government could still send the
film to schools, if accompanied by guidance giving the other side of the
argument.

He had no complaint about Gore's central thesis that climate change
was happening and was being driven by emissions from humans.
However, the judge said nine statements in the film were not supported
by mainstream scientific consensus.  In his final verdict, the judge said
the film could be shown as long as updated guidelines were followed.
These said that teachers should point out controversial or disputed
sections.

Without the guidance, updated after the case was launched, the govern-
ment would have been breaking the law, the judge said. The govern-
ment sent the film to all secondary schools in England, and the
administrations in Wales and Scotland did the same.  The film won two
Oscars.

Having read Professor Robert Carter’s book “Climate: the Counter
Consensus”, I would suggest that the issue is not as clear cut as some
might lead us to believe.  There are a number of potential issues.  In
what way, and at what pace and in what manner is our climate chang-
ing?  To what extent are our activities having, or are capable of having,
an effect on any climate change?   As I mentioned above, Al Gore’s
claims have been subjected to scrutiny and there are those who find
them wanting.  What are his motives and of those who want us to
change our activities? There is a suggestion that we are being subjected
to an orchestrated litany of lies about climate change from the very
organisations and groups that we trust and believe in most - including
the ‘free’ press.  The time has come for us to understand the issues and
make up our own minds?

Some may feel that it is a scientifically complicated subject: certainly in
Carter’s book some of the scientific arguments are discussed in depth
but the conclusions are expressed simply and concisely.  I think the
subject of climate change makes an ideal subject for Foy Conference
and I hope that a good number will participate next May.  This edition of
Foy News includes some introductory thoughts from Vic Mason, our
study leader.

The next two Conferences are being held at Great Hucklow which, it is
felt is a central location, besides representing good value and a

http://www.treehugger.com/climate-change/poet-pens-ode-climate-change.html
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Unitarian facility we know well and enjoy.  It does mean that those who
have to travel further always have to do so, as opposed to having the
conference based at a venue biased towards one end of the country
which would result in disproportionately longer distances for some.
However, if anyone knows of comparable venues, then please contact
a member of Foy Council so that consideration may be given to it.

Reference

¹The Treehugger article “Activist and Poet Pens Ode to Warn of Perils
of Climate Change” accessed 10th November 2012 on website:

Prior to ‘Climategate’ and the disrupted Copenhagen Conference on
Climate Change, politicians, computer modellers, economists, industri-
alists, NGOs, religious bodies, and the media continuously exposed
western society to claims of a dangerous impact of man-made carbon
dioxide (CO2) on global temperatures and sea-levels. The argument
was that this greenhouse gas is the principal culprit in climate change,
and that world politicians and societies have therefore a duty to inter-
vene. Out of this pressure came the expensive and controversial Kyoto
Protocol and demands to control man-made emissions of greenhouse
gases through ‘Green’ taxes and the deployment of Renewable Energy
sources.

http://www.treehugger.com/climate-change/poet-pens-ode-climate-change.html.

Richard Varley

http://www.treehugger.com/climate-change/poet-pens-ode-climate-change.html
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Unfortunately, until recently little attempt was made to balance the
debate by inviting Sceptics (of whatever hue) to counter this view, -
despite the fact that advancements in science and knowledge rely on
honest dissent rather than a search for consensus. Fortunately, many
alternative viewpoints have now emerged.

Few deny that climate is changing - it always has and always will,
sometimes with dire consequences for human survival and the diversity
of life forms. It is also generally agreed that the CO2 released by the
burning of all remaining reserves of fossil fuels could raise global tem-
peratures by about 1oC. The main controversy relates to suggested
positive feedback mechanisms which could increase this figure substan-
tially. Alarmists also understate the important role of entirely natural
factors in changes of climate. If, however, as many scientists suggest,
these changes are caused principally by cyclical or random interactions
involving solar activity, cosmic ray and particle fluxes, Earth’s orbital
perturbations, continental plate movements, volcanic activity, ocean and
air current oscillations, and changes in greenhouse gas concentrations,
etc., the possibility of mankind controlling serious climatic movements
seems limited. In this context it is suggested that it might be better to use
global resources to alleviate the worst of suffering in the Third World and
to prepare for inevitable changes in climate of whatever kind.

Many scientists are not persuaded that man-made CO2 is the principal
driver of climate change, and challenge the validity of determinist com-
puter models as a source of evidence. Of particular concern is the fact
that despite a continuing increase in atmospheric CO2 concentration
over the 20th Century, these models (on which this hypothesis depends)
did not predict the great El Niño event of 1998 or the downturn in global
temperatures (i.e. global cooling) which has occurred since then.

Palaeoclimatologists tell us that over geological time periods atmospher-
ic concentrations of CO2 have reached much higher levels (over 10
times higher!) than the current ca. 385 ppmv, with no causal relationship
to global temperature being detected. Indeed, studies of ice core sam-
ples have revealed that at times of transition from cold to warm condi-
tions, temperature rise precedes a rise in atmospheric CO2

concentration. Within living memory (between 1940 and 1976) global
temperatures fell at a time of increasing CO2 concentrations, and the
same appears to be happening at the present time.
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Unfortunately, the political demonisation of CO2 in the legitimate pursuit
of energy conservation has already resulted in several undesirable
outcomes. These include the destruction of rainforest habitats and the
misuse of traditional agricultural and recreational land for the production
of bio-fuels and the deployment of expensive and unreliable sources of
renewable power. Furthermore, attempts to reduce atmospheric con-
centrations of CO2 by sequestration, etc., may be expected to produce
a negative impact on photosynthesis and world food production at a time
of rapidly growing human populations, malnutrition, and possibly global
cooling.  Such policies are clearly unethical and seriously misguided.

A life-time of research in the agricultural sciences has made me wary of
political sound-bites as an expression of scientific ‘truth’. I prefer to look
for verifiable empirical evidence, - always recognising that my current
conclusions may later be proven false. However, I find it strange that so
many people down-play the central role played by CO2 in the carbon
cycle and the process of photosynthesis by plants. This gas is an
essential plant food (not a pollutant) which is commonly added to the air
of commercial greenhouses (1,000 ppmv) to stimulate the growth of
vegetables and other domestic plants. It is also the principal source of
the atmospheric oxygen on which we all rely. It also seems remarkable
that under the Kyoto Protocol water vapour is not recognised as a major
greenhouse gas, though CO2 and such minor gases as methane, nitrous
oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons and sulphur hexafluoride,
are regularly mentioned. The negative feedback of cloud formation on
global temperatures is possibly part of the reason!

That said, we must recognise that human activity can influence local
climate in several ways. For example, the steel, concrete, glass and
macadam used in the building of towns and cities absorb more radiant
heat from the sun than did the pre-existing natural vegetation. In addition
is the heat produced by human respiration, the industrial and domestic
combustion of fossil fuels, and the impact of smog and greenhouse
emissions. The result is a local warming, referred to as the ‘urban heat
island effect’, which for a large city may have a magnitude of several
degrees Celsius. Fortunately, human dwellings and industrial sites
occupy a small proportion of the Earth’s surface.

We must also understand that when humans clear forested areas to
farm the land, they also destroy important agents of the carbon and
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water cycles. Undoubtedly, the emission of soot, smoke particulates,
and greenhouse gases in these activities will affect both local climate
and the wider circulation of water. Moreover, the pasture and other crops
subsequently planted are often lighter in colour than was the original
forest, resulting in the reflection of more solar radiation to space (albedo
effect). Consequently, the overall impact of such activity may be either
a warming or a cooling.

Climate is also influenced by the release of certain industrial chemicals
into the atmosphere. A classic example is the family of chlorofluorocar-
bon (CFC) compounds formerly used widely in refrigerators and as
propellant gases (aerosols). As well as being greenhouse gases, these
compounds accumulate in the stratosphere where they release chlorine.
This latter gas is known to actively destroy the ozone layer which
protects us from the solar emissions of ultra-violet energy responsible
for skin cancers in humans. Fortunately, following the discovery of
ozone depletion over Antarctica, in the Montreal Protocol of 1987 inter-
national agreement was reached to restrict CFC emissions. Since then
the size of the ‘ozone hole’ has slowly been shrinking.

In conclusion, the overall effect of human activity on the direction and
magnitude of global temperature changes is still unknown. A lot of sci-
entific endeavour and expenditure has been directed at this problem
since 1990, but, contrary to the Anthropogenic Global Warming hypoth-
esis, no significant dangerous impact of mankind on global tempera-
ture has yet been confirmed. The actual effect appears to lie buried in
the normal variability of the natural climate system.

Nevertheless, I believe that unless controlled, the current exponential
growth of human populations will put increased pressure on carbon-
based food production and reserves of drinking water, causing social
strife and greater pollution. My own experience also suggests that our
hungry third world could benefit greatly from slightly raised tempera-
tures and higher atmospheric levels of CO2.
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Editor’s Note
A number of reproductions from publications like “Nuclear Issues” and
SONE (Supporters of Nuclear Energy), closely related to many of the
issues around our next Foy Conference, will be circulated to all Foy
members before our next Confoyrence.  I hope that members will accept
their relevance and find them useful in preparation for the discussion
which will inevitably ensue when we next “confer” at Hucklow.  Those of
you unable to attend will find the information helpful in forming your own
views on what we are doing to our environment and assessing the
seriousness (or otherwise) of “Global Warming”.

Last Year’s conference, as always, had its serious side but we also
enjoyed a fun element to the chosen subject of murder and how our
society deals with it.  Here are a few reminders of how we can let our
hair down during even the most serious of themes:

Last Year’s Foy Conference
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If you were unlucky enough not to attend this past 2012 Foy Conference
at Great Hucklow boy did you miss out!  What a great weekend for
seeing old friends, meeting new ones, discussing how fictional detective
works influence our expectations of actual crimes.  Saturday we partici-
pated in a multiple murder mystery dressing up, acting out our parts
while attempting to solve the murders, two of us succeeded.

Later that evening there was another legendary sing along.  It lived up
to my expectations, was so much fun & taught us two Americans a thing
or two about arm & hand movements to some old American favourites
that neither of us had ever seen!

I got to attend my first FOY organisational meeting, Sunday, a very
enlightening experience as to how the organization works, ending in a
vote for future FOY conference topics, proving if you want a voice in
what goes on, attend.

Then Sunday evening playing Cluedo on a floor sized game board,
made by Colin Partington, who had us moving our people along with
hooks & poles was a delight.   I had so much fun, of course being on the
winning team helped too!

I was so glad that very early on Geoff & I decided to jump the pond &
were one of the first people to make our reservations to attend the FOY
Conference, it was well worth attending.  Many thanks for all those who
worked so hard and organized the weekend ensuring us a great time.

Pat Kent was a first-time attender and wrote
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Roger proposed to Kathy on the top of the TV tower in Berlin in August
2011. She of course said “yes” so planning began. Kathy was deter-
mined to be married at St. Saviourgate Unitarian Chapel in York, as it
was where she had worshipped when younger and she wanted to be the
third generation of our family to be married there. She also wanted
Stephen Lingwood of Bolton; who is a friend; to marry them, with Myrna
Michell our York minister doing the official bits.

The wedding on Saturday 28th July was beautiful; St Saviourgate Chapel
looked lovely with flowers, including two trees, arranged by the groom’s
mother. Kathy and Roger made their personal vows to each other with
their hands on a banded rock and whilst they were signing the register
all the guests were asked to write a message or word on a stone. These
are a lovely memento of their wedding day and live displayed in a glass
vase.

The reception was in the Merchant Taylor’s Hall which is just round the
corner from Chapel and an easy walk for all the guests. Kathy’s wedding
car was a stretched, old style Mini, and this car theme was continued in
the reception, with the tables being named after famous cars or car
chases from films and the cake having models of minis on it.

It was a very special day for all of us and I was a very proud mother.

Wedding of Kathy Faiers to Roger Elcox
St. Saviourgate Chapel, York                                           28th July
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“Taking stock” appears to be a very good thing.
I suspect that thoughts and ideas will take a little time to formulate in our
minds.
It goes without saying that both the wider society within which the FOY
Society lives and breathes, and the members of the FOY Society, have
undergone changes.
The world of Ben Johnson’s “Remarkable Society” no longer
prevails…..but its influences perhaps do.
The world at large is a smaller place.
Ease of communication should help it to coalesce and focus on issues
pertinent and essential to the survival of the Human Race.
But does it?
The FOY Society is in a sense larger that when it began, in that probably
never before has it contained such a wide representation of different
ages.
Although the members of the FOY Society are busy people….and do not
always have the time to avail themselves of the electronic communica-
tion media now available….they DO communicate, very effectively I
think….through the medium of the ConFOYrence (no apologies!).
The various nettles that grow in our wider society…the community at
large…have been unfailingly grasped…to our mutual edification and I
dare to believe of the world with which we come into contact.
Although the peripherals have changed around the FOY Society…its
activities have upheld and perpetuated the traditions founded by the
“Remarkable Society”…principally through the annual ConFOYrence.
The ConFOYrence is I believe essential to the worthwhile and produc-
tive influence of the FOY Society…within, alongside, and outside the
Unitarian movement.
      ........It is I think, its strength.

Past President Responds
Martin Croucher writes following an email from
our President challenging Foy Council members
on the subject of “Where do we go from here?”
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  Date 11th-13th Jan, 2013

      at Great Hucklow

If you fancy walking off the
excesses of the festive season in a
convivial atmosphere with like-minded
folk, why not join us.

A lot of us are Foy members but it
is open to all.  Bring along friends
and enjoy the cosy atmosphere of
The Nightingale Centre at the end
of a modest days walking in the
Peak District.
Book with Stella or Marion:  01298 871 218

Winter
Walking
Weekend
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Imagine a row of leafless trees, climbing up the hillside, their twisted
branches, silhouetted against the stark back drop of a darkening sky. As
dusk falls, the dying sun is touching the floor of the valley; its diapha-
nous, orange glow floating over the patchwork of fields which surround
the pretty village of Great Hucklow.

These were the impressive sights enjoyed by myself and four other
hikers, the rearguard of Saturday’s walking group, as we took the high
road back to the Nightingale Centre on the final stretch of a delightful
nine mile hike in winter’s wonderland.

The day had dawned crisp and bright: ideal weather, with mud mini-
mised and just a few icy pathways. We were able to stride out and soak
up the splendour of distant vistas, bathed in sunshine and transformed
by a carpet of frost which made even gates and stiles look special.
Magnificent!

It was a perfect introduction to the winter walking weekend, organised
by David Copley and as I understand it, perennially popular. I was so
lucky to have been invited for two days of frivolous fun, in the peace of
the countryside, with friendly folk and fabulous food!

My first Winter Walking Weekend     Jean Gabbatt
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Shouldn’t we learn
from the experience
of other countries?

The Saturday night quiz was challenging and exposed a personal lack
of knowledge of “The Simpsons” and various “’ologies”. It also promoted
a degree of competitiveness between families, with relatives assigned to
different teams. We tried hard, with some inspired guesswork, but were
“gallant losers” - enthusiastic, but rather average!

The stars of Saturday were the talented duo, Isla and Clara, who having
impressed with their fortitude on what, for those with shorter legs, was a
very long walk, tirelessly entertained their elders with song, dance and
a pantomime. “The Tangle” may well have been premiered that evening
and its multiple scenes, so capably performed, drew rapturous applause
from a large audience enthralled with the inventiveness and confidence
of the actors.

After such delights, Sunday morning was a quieter affair. The more
energetic members of the party “clocked up” another three miles on the
pedometer with a fast-paced, local walk. Others stayed in the village and
went to morning service at the chapel. I was the typical tourist; driving to
Tideswell for a stroll around the picturesque streets, a quick tour of the
Cathedral of the Peaks and a relaxing half hour in a popular café with a
cup of warming coffee. The sight-seeing accomplished, I returned to
Great Hucklow for a delicious Sunday dinner and more convivial conver-
sation.

All too soon it was time to take to the road and head for home. The
weekend had slipped away in the best possible fashion and I’ve already
arranged to return next year! My room is booked and I look forward, with
pleasure, to renewing my acquaintance with the many people and their
dogs, all of whom were so welcoming.

Our Saturday
night
Entertainers

As tiredness
sets in
later on...
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Foy members will perhaps know of Annie Beard Woodhouse as the
woman who gave us the Barn at Flagg, but  there is more to tell.

Annie Beard was born on 27 December 1869 to James Rait Beard (a
prominent Manchester businessman,  founder and partner in the textile
firm of Beard Agate and Co) and his wife Mary (nee Wilkinson, from
Northumberland).

Annie was the oldest of three children, two girls and a boy.  A year after
her birth the family moved from  Cheetham Hill, to Bredbury in 1870 and
then to Godley  in 1874.  She was a pupil at Manchester High School for
Girls from 1879 to 1882, and then went to a school in Germany in that
year.

In September 1909 (aged 39) she married Samuel Thompson Wood-
house, then aged 67, who was apparently her landlord at the time. He
died in 1912, aged 70, leaving Annie comfortably off. She then had
another 27 years in which to continue her philanthropic and Unitarian
activities, before dying in December 1939.

Her last home, 25 Old Broadway, Manchester which she bought in 1926,
became known for her hospitality to overseas visitors. At some time
during her widowhood she had changed her name to reincorporate
Beard into it.

Annie took a keen interest in the Unitarian work done by her father and
grandfather (the Rev. John Relly Beard, founder, with William Gaskell,
of the Unitarian Home Missionary Board), and  collected  their personal
papers. Her own collection of letters from interesting people is preserved
in the Unitarian College Collection in John Rylands Library.

At her funeral at the Manchester Crematorium in 1939 The Rev Dr
Herbert McLachlan described the Unitarian tradition of service, both
social and religious, as “her life’s work”.

Historical Facts - Annie Beard Woodhouse
A contribution by Ann Peart
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One particular lifelong concern of Annie’s was the Collyhurst Guild of
Social Service, carrying on her father’s work with young people in a very
deprived area of Manchester.

Annie’s Unitarian activities included membership of several congrega-
tions; Gorton, Longsight and Platt in the Manchester district, Knutsford
in Cheshire, and Torquay, where her family often spent summer holi-
days.

The village Chapel at Flagg in Derbyshire was especially close to her
heart. This chapel had been founded  as part of the village missionary
movement in which her grandfather had been prominent, and her father
preached there on several occasions. Annie recalled visiting it in 1890-1
with her father, who was then President of the British and Foreign
Unitarian Association. “We decided then that although we had only
returned that week from Switzerland, we had found nowhere in that
country such invigorating air as we had that day enjoyed.

The smallholding at The Green presented possibilities”. By 1929, the
then disused chapel was in a sorry state.  At Whitsuntide  Annie invited
members of the newly formed Fellowship of Youth then camping at
Whaley Bridge to visit Flagg with the idea of her buying The Green to
provide a campsite for the young people who would support the chapel
and bring it back into use.  The location had another attraction for Annie
in that it was not far from Buxton where treatment for her neuritis and
heart trouble were available. She hoped that The Green would become
a Unitarian centre.

Within the Manchester area she worked actively for Unitarian causes
and was on a variety of committees, being the first woman to become
President of the Manchester District  Association of Unitarian and Free
Christian Churches in 1929-31. She was also President of the Manches-
ter District League of Unitarian and other Liberal Christian Women, and
then President of the National Women’s League in 1926.

Her support of the Unitarian College was both practical and financial,
and she became a vice-president.  Nationally she supported the Central
Postal Mission, and other philanthropic societies. In the 1920s she was
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one of only two women  members of the joint committee which promoted
the union of the two national Unitarian bodies, the British and Foreign
Unitarian Association and the National Conference.

Annie travelled widely, and one particularly fruitful journey was to the
Unitarians of the Khasi Hills in October 1928. This must have been an
extremely arduous expedition for a woman of 58 in not particularly good
health. Of the small group of British Unitarians the main speakers were
Annie Woodhouse and Dr Drummond.  Annie’s booklet  describing their
visit and the Khasi  Unitarians did much to persuade the British Unitari-
ans  to provide support. She wrote:

She went on to remark than Unitarian vision was limited to its own
institutions, and wrote, “Give us something bigger and wider to think
about, and our own church activities will be strengthened and enlarged”.
The General Assembly responded by sending out  the Rev Magnus
Ratter to explore the possibility of sponsoring a project.

We are a small community; we can’t do much (but
the disciples of Jesus  numbered twelve) Here is a
still smaller community, without any learning or
wealth or any natural advantages except the good-
ness and kindness of their hearts, who are begging
and praying us to come to their aid, and have been
doing so for years. They feel themselves to be
ignorant and inefficient, and the help and comfort
which a spiritually minded and sympathetic minister
or teacher could give them is incalculable. Must we
refuse them? I will not believe it.

Margaret Barr
with the Editor
at the Taj Mahal
In 1968
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The principle was accepted but the relevant committee refused to accept
the offer of the Rev Margaret Barr, as although it agreed that she was
eminently qualified, it considered that “no committee would take the
responsibility of sending a woman alone to such a lonely post”.

That eventually, Margaret Barr became a community worker in the
Khasis Hills is due in no small measure to the activities of Annie Beard
Woodhouse, who rallied support and finance, with the help of the
Women’s League.

Clearly Annie had much influence, though she was not necessarily easy
to work with, described at her funeral as “a woman with a will and a mind
of her own, whilst ever ready to appreciate the good works of col-
leagues, she was never a mere detached observer of others’ efforts”.

    Ann Peart           January 2012

Foy Conference 2013
open to all

Climate Change

Great Hucklow
3rd to 6th May, 2013

Booking Details
Joan Partington - 01228 670565
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I write this article for Foy News in my new role as Chair of the Flagg
Trustees.  I feel very honoured to have been elected to the position and
to be able to follow on from the leadership over many years of Joy
Winder.

The relationship between FOY and the Flagg Trust has always been a
close and important one and the Trustees were pleased to welcome
Richard Varley to our meeting in Flagg last Welcome Weekend to give
us an update on the exciting activities that FOY members have been
enjoying and plans for the forthcoming year.

I take over the chair of Flagg at an exciting time in the history of the trust.
For more than forty years The Green, a large stone built four bedroom
house on the property, has been let to the Jones family.  They have been
very good tenants but old age and a desire to live in a less rural setting
means that they have decided to leave Flagg.  The trustees will, there-
fore, later this year, acquire vacant possession of The Green.

Our plan is to refurbish the old house to a high standard and to let it,
probably with the 2 acres of surrounding land, for a commercial rent
which will increase income to the Trust considerably.  This increased

A message from the new Chair of Flagg Trustees
Helen Mason writes

Children ready for the start of our 2012 “Welcome Weekend Service” in Flagg Village Hall
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income will enable the trustees to invest more widely in the main goals
of the trust which are:

· Encouraging young Unitarians to develop themselves through
enjoyment of the Derbyshire countryside

· Encouraging other young people, especially those who may not
be able to easily access it, to experience rural life

· Providing support to the village and community of Flagg

A survey has been undertaken and the building is in relatively good
structural condition, although it does need extensive cosmetic improve-
ment.  We have identified a considerable amount of our own cash to
invest in the project and we are also hoping to borrow more from a range
of Unitarian sources to support this work.

If you remember Flagg of old, or if you have never visited and would like
to know more about our project, or indeed if you would like to book the
simple bunk barn accommodation and camping field at very reasonable
rates for FOY members, then please do not hesitate to get in touch via

Foy members and Flagg Trustees alike enjoying the facilities at The Barn

flagg.barn@lycos.com
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The Unitarian Discovery Holiday Event is the new guise. In fact, little of
the old Unitarian Experience Week took place at the Nightingale Centre
this year.  The change of name did in fact herald a change in duration,
from a week to just four days, late Monday to mid-day Friday.  There
were fewer people but without any noticeable change in the types of
subjects studied or in overall ethos.

We shared with a Send a Child to Hucklow group (SACH).  A harmoni-
ous time was had by adults, the youth and their guardians and why
should this not have been so?  The staff at Hucklow made sure that the
two groups remained separate, both in the residential areas and in the
Dining Room.  Thus the two events provided a happy four days for all
concerned.

The overarching theme was “Ways of seeing.  All in the eye of the
beholder”.  By this means we heard three main theme speakers, all of
whom succeeded in entertaining, informing and educating.  The Service
was on Sunday and we tucked in an AGM on Friday.  In between we did
some walking, poetry reading as well as some spiritual and religious
observances.  Time too for renewals, conversation and socialising.

The Reverend Tom McCready explained in detail how a deep personal
investigation into Buddhism had informed his spiritual life-journey, from
Roman Catholicism in Glasgow to the Unitarian ministry in the North of
England.  Tom is well-used to life being tough and what he said was not
always easy to comprehend but his sincerity and humanity shone
through.  His tone remained serious but despite this he was strongly
entertaining.

Later in the week we had a Sheffield representative of the Royal Society
for the Blind, a stylish young woman, talking about the adaptability and
courage of people with visual handicaps.  Her talk was strong in human
interest and held the attention of us all.

Our main session brought John Gilbert, a well-known artist and teacher,
before the group.  He showed us the many ways that art and painting
have developed over some two-thousand years.  John showed how the

Old wine in New bottles?
Unitarian Experience Week with a difference  -  Ross Eckersley
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use of perspective has changed Western Christian art and compared it
with the traditions of oriental art.

Rev John Harley was amongst those present and officiated at a wedding
between two participants who had attended his youth gatherings since
their inception.  The service took place in Old Chapel and John used the
theme of “soul”.  He used the picture “Virgin on the Rocks” by Leonardo
da Vinci for its visual emphasis.

The extra-mural activities included a walk to Foolow by way of Sillivale
and another testing one to Little Hucklow over the fields.  In addition to
poetry reading there was craftwork which I attended.  The art of mirror
decoration, using coloured glass beads and glue, proved to be enjoyable
and relaxing.  Many thanks go to Camilla for an excellent session.

The sessions proved to be worthy successors to those which we have
enjoyed under the differently named previous programme, fifty years of
them in all.  Yes, this was the 50th Anniversary.  Thanks to all who made
for a multiplicity of activities over the intervening years.

Concerns about assisted dying are not going to go away despite the
protests of many faith groups. The General Assembly of Unitarian and
Free Christian Churches has launched a six month consultation on this
subject in the run-up to the Annual Meeting next April.

A discussion pack is being sent out to congregations to assist them in
their deliberations. This follows a motion put forward by Fulwood Old
Chapel, Sheffield at the General Assembly meetings in Keele earlier this
year for Unitarians to back the call for change in the law. After much
debate, a request was made for more time to understand and reflect
upon the issues that surround this complex subject.

Assisted Dying Discussion Pack
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Robert Ince, speaking on behalf of Fulwood Old Chapel, said, "We have
produced this discussion pack, with the support of the Executive Com-
mittee and Unitarian Headquarters. lt provides facts, arguments, person-
al testimonies and spiritual reflection from authoritative sources both
inside and outside the Unitarian movement”. lt must not be presumed
that all people of faith are necessarily opposed to assisted dying. lt is an
issue that is difficult to discuss and raises very strong spiritual, moral and
practical questions. There should be no knee-jerk reactions in consider-
ing such a sensitive matter.

"The pack is being sent to all Unitarian Ministers and Congregations; we
will be encouraging discussion within the Unitarian and Free Christian
Movement and look forward to receiving the responses before the next
General Assembly in April 2013 in Nottingham."

The Unitarian Movement will consider the outcome of this extensive
consultation. Unitarians have so often blazed a trail on social reform and
social justice that others have followed.  In the editor’s report of his visit
to the Unitarian Annual meetings, John Hewerdine has asked us to
consider the issues and send our feelings to the next Assembly.  As we
have yet to choose our representative, please let our secretary, Helen
Hooley, know your feelings on the matter.  The aforementioned discus-
sion document is available on www.unitarian.org.uk

Robert Ince
speaks at
the 2012
General
Assembly
in Keele
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Sad News

Wedding Congratulations
to: Kathy Faiers and Roger Elcox who married at St Saviourgate
Chapel, York on 28th July. See page 12 for fuller report.

Other Congratulations

News of Members
Hazel Warhurst

As the last Foy News was being printed
we heard the sad news of the death of
Dr. Roy Smith.  It was not possible to
pay tribute to him in that edition but
his obituary is printed here.  Sadly, we
have since lost Trevor Hill and Rev.
Arthur Latham.  See pages (46-49)

Hazel and David Warhurst on
the birth of their first grand-
daughter. Elizabeth Jane
(Betty) Warhurst was born on
13th September to Sally and
Keith Warhurst,
a welcome sister for Harry.

Claire and Josh Hewerdine
on the birth of Holly Beth
Hewerdine. She was born at
13.10pm on 25th October,
weighing 8lbs 3oz; a first
grandchild for Helen and Rich-
ard Merritt and a third grand-
child for Dot and John
Hewerdine (3 hrs old in pic).
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More and more people find it convenient to shop via the Internet these
days. Some busy people do it on a regular basis for the weekly/monthly
grocery order from their local Supermarket.

As December approaches, companies such as Amazon will be raking in
the profits as this online traffic gains momentum when Christmas shop-
ping gets underway. I wonder how many readers of Foy News know that
they can raise money for Send A Child To Hucklow every time they
shop, by following a simple procedure?

Go to easyfundraising.org.uk and register the charity you wish to sup-
port. SACH is listed there. Maybe you are well informed and use this
method to support a charity already. Why not give Send A Child To
Hucklow a much needed boost before the end of their 50th Anniversary
Year at NO COST to yourself. There is actually no limit to the number of
favourite charities you can nominate.

Once you have registered your details with easyfundraising.org.uk all
you have to remember is to log on to that website each time you are
thinking of buying online. It is so simple when you get into the habit.
First click on Send A Child To Hucklow. Next find the shop you want to
buy from  - most well-known retailers including Amazon are listed there
and click “Go Shopping”. A new window opens for your chosen shop and
then you complete your purchase in the usual way.

When you use this method the retailer donates a percentage of the
cost of your purchase but it doesn’t cost you any more than the
normal price you would pay.

I have been amazed at the way these relatively small amounts can
accumulate quite quickly. Of course the more expensive the goods you
are buying the more money your purchase generates.

There are only 21 supporters of SACH registered so far, but they have
generated £287 in the past 6 months. You could make a difference.
Please give it a try.

Painless Giving Hazel Warhurst writes
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It always strikes me as surprising - if not indeed remarkable - that The
Foy Society (with its first incarnation as F.O.Y, the Fellowship of Youth)
is older than our General Assembly. FOY had its first conference at
Manchester College, Oxford in 1924, and the General Assembly was
established in 1928, admittedly as the amalgamation of two much older
bodies. Another surprising fact is that we have now been ‘Foy’ much
longer than we were ‘F.O.Y.’ - fifty-five years as against thirty-three, the
name changing in 1957. Perhaps we have been fortunate to have
survived this long, especially as there was a motion to disband at the
1975 conference. Clearly it wasn’t passed! For more history see (1), (2)
and (3).

My own involvement with Foy is really in three stages. My first confer-
ence was at Oxford in 1968, with ‘Creativity’ as the theme. There was
then a gap while I was working in Nigeria from 1971-1976, but I got
involved again on arriving back and found myself elected as President
from 1977-1979.

During the 1980s I was less involved, though still attended some confer-
ences. I can’t remember now how it happened, but in 1990 I ended up
as Foy Secretary, a post I held until 2010. The earlier years were made
easier by the fact that Shirley Timiney acted as minutes secretary,
something for which I am very grateful. Members of Foy Council at the

After 20 years as secretary of Foy
Howard Hague looks back....

Howard wears his
secretarial hat at
one of his more
recent meetings
of Foy Council.
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My own involvement with Foy is really in three stages. My first confer-

time may remember that my own production of minutes was never very
efficient after that!

Although Foy is not constitutionally a part of the Unitarian Movement, I
have always valued the close association between the two, and worked
for that aim. Between 1994 and 2004 Foy sponsored or arranged a
number of awareness days and day seminars on important topics, the
first ones in conjunction with the GA’s Social Responsibility Department.
Examples were ‘The Decriminalisation of Drugs Possession’ in 1994
and the ‘Arms Trade Awareness Day’ in 1995, both held at Upper
Chapel, Sheffield. The later seminars were more focussed on the Unitar-
ian movement and I think it’s worth listing them for the record:

November 1997 Just What is the Unitarian Message?
     (Cross Street Chapel, Manchester)

November 1998 All together now?
   Interdependence and the Unitarian Movement.
    (Cross Street Chapel, Manchester)

October 2001 What Works?
 Exchange of Experience Seminar on Unitarian
      Development.
 (Cross Street Chapel, Manchester)

October 2004 What Works Now? A Further Exchange of Experi-
ence Seminar on Congregational Development

 (Essex Hall, London, at the request of the LDPA)

Day Seminars Arranged by Foy

                                     Some of these had important consequences. The
1998 seminar (with the keynote address by Rev
Keith Gilley as GA Vice-President) lead directly to
the GA Objects being put back on the agenda,
with a motion at the Annual Meetings in South-
ampton in 1999 and the final adoption of the ‘GA
Object’ at Chester in 2001. A speaker at the same
seminar pointed out that our District Associations
had no forum for discussing common problems or
areas of concern – they never came together as
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a group. Our Districts have often been regarded
as the ‘sleeping giants’ of the denomination, rare-
ly achieving their full potential, and yet vital as
they are closer to individual congregations than
the GA itself can be. It was to be some years
before this matter was taken up, firstly with the
District Connections initiative and later the District
Associations Project. It needs to remain on the
agenda. Our two ‘What Works?’ seminars pro-
duced some excellent papers (most reproduced
in Foy News and with reports in The Inquirer and
The Unitarian), but somehow they never quite
achieved the practical results or recommenda-
tions that I was hoping for. Perhaps I had expect-
ed too much. Arranging the seminars was a great
deal of work for all concerned, but immensely
valuable overall, I believe.

As an Affiliated Society of the General Assembly, Foy is entitled to
request an ‘open slot’ at the Annual Meetings. We have done this from
time to time, depending what matters were current and seemed worthy
of a wider airing.  In 2002 our open slot at the meetings in Sheffield was
given over to Rev David Usher for him to present his radical view ‘Is
There a Better Way?’. Foy subsequently published his paper in pam-
phlet form to allow a greater dissemination of these ideas (4). This
presentation lead in due course to the setting up of the Renaissance
Group, to a motion about re-organisation at the 2003 annual meetings,
to the subsequent establishment of the Task Force on Governance, and
ultimately a move towards an Executive Committee elected nationally,
which took office in April 2006. So Foy has a strong record of fostering
initiatives which have brought new perspectives to the Unitarian move-
ment. I believe we have been able to do this precisely because we are
not a formal part of the GA, but can plough our own furrow, so to speak.
And of course we must not forget Foy’s sponsorship of GA Zette over
many years.

Open Slots at the GA Annual Meetings
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As many people will know, Foy’s involvement with the Derbyshire village
of Flagg goes back many decades, indeed to 1929 - see (5). The local
Unitarian congregation ceased to meet about 1963 and the building was
leased to the Church of England. However in the early 1990s there was
an initiative to hold a Unitarian service once a year to coincide with the
meeting of the Flagg Trustees and the Welcome Weekend, usually at
the end of May. Such services took place in the chapel between 1992
and 2003, when the decision to sell the chapel had been taken by the
Manchester District, the Custodian Trustee. I often produced a small
news-sheet in advance to publicise the services, and this was circulated
to local congregations and ministers. Because the building was leased
to the Church of England, we needed to ask permission each year from
the vicar in Monyash, and it was always given. Indeed on many occa-
sions the vicar and his wife joined us for tea and cakes in the Barn
beforehand, and I rather think they enjoyed the contact.  However it had
been a different story when a group of Unitarians wanted access to the
chapel to mark its 150th anniversary in 1989 – “Prove who you are!” said
the then local incumbent – it’s quite a story (6).  I do recall a later
conversation with the vicar in which he wondered whether it might not
be against Canon Law for the Established Church to hire premises from
the Unitarians. An interesting thought!

Those who lead services in the chapel included Revs Trevor Jones and
Penny Johnson, Chris Goacher when a ministerial student and various
members of  Foy including June Bell. The final Unitarian service on 24
May 2003 was lead by Rosemary Ruston with the theme ‘Friendship,
Fellowship and Flagg’.  Once the chapel was no longer available, the
annual services have continued, often in the village hall, though on at
least one occasion in the Methodist chapel. These services are now
arranged by Helen Mason. The former Unitarian chapel has been
converted for residential use, though the last time I checked it was still
on the market. Gill and I went to view it, but the spiral staircase wasn’t
very suitable for those of a certain age, sadly. Also how do you get
furniture upstairs? However it was good to see that some historic
features of the chapel had been retained.

Mention should also be made of Foy’s 75th Anniversary celebrations.
These took place at Flagg (where else?) in May 1999, with a service in

Flagg and Flagg Chapel
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a very full chapel (lead by Elizabeth O’Brien) and then over seventy
people enjoyed a buffet and barbecue (with music and singing) at The
Plough in the evening. How sad that the village’s pub is no longer
functioning. Many of the arrangements for the anniversary were made
by Graham Copley as Flagg Secretary at the time and it was a great
celebration all round. Will Foy make its centenary? Only twelve years to
go!

I feel some mention should be made of the UYPL, even though I had
relatively little contact with it as all my time and energy went into Foy.
The Young People’s League was set up in 1934 as a more ‘official’ youth
movement, partly because some Unitarian ministers felt that the Fellow-
ship of Youth was too ‘intellectual’ and didn’t relate to the young people
in their congregations. It had a long and very busy existence with many
local branches and national activities, but by the early 1980s it was
having difficulty in maintaining a programme. It suspended its activities
in 1984 (its fiftieth anniversary), and the final meeting to dissolve was
held at the Barn on 7 July 1985 (during a REYD 16+ Weekend that was
taking place at Flagg).

Recently in a corner of the Strong Room at Essex Hall I have found the
UYPL National Secretary’s last files, and these will head to Dr Williams’s
Library in due course. Shouldn’t somebody - preferably someone who
was closely involved in its organisation at the time - write up its history?
As far as I know this has not been done. One general point to make is
that groups like Foy, UYPL and the International Religious Fellowship
have had an enormous influence on their members over the years. Many
of us did our growing up there.

Sometime during the later 1990s Essex Hall starting requesting a report
from Foy for the meetings of GA Council (along with reports from other
affiliated societies and the Districts). This gave us a very useful opportu-
nity to present our activities and plans to a wider audience, and contin-
ued until Council held its final meeting (as it happened at Essex Church,
Kensington) on 11 February 2006. Wearing my archivist’s hat I would
say that those reports to Council, particularly from the District Associa-
tions, presented a fascinating overview of what was happening in the

Let’s Not Forget the UYPL

Bits and Pieces
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denomination at the time. As far as I am aware these reports are no
longer requested for the Executive Committee, though its members will
receive reports or minutes from the Commissions (sadly now replaced
by the new Strategy Groups) and Panels.

One of my final acts as secretary was to help revise Foy’s constitution,
which hadn’t been updated since 1979. I am very pleased that we
managed to get this done, though it was a lot of work at the time.
Ironically I was Foy President when the 1979 version was produced and
I remember it going through the AGM - not that I love constitutions
especially!

I would also like to pay a tribute to the editors of Foy News over the
years. Our magazine is not only vital for passing on current news and
views, but is also a great resource in itself, as can be seen from the
references at the end of this article. It has included some important and
fascinating material that has a lasting value. For example the
‘anniversary’ issue in July 1999 contained a list of Foy Conference
themes from 1971 to 1999 and also lists of Foy office-holders over the
same period.

Inevitably there were things that didn’t get done or finished during my
time as secretary. I am currently going through my Foy secretary’s
papers since 1990, plus some others I inherited from before, and these
will be taken to Dr Williams’s Library to add to other archive material
already there. The idea of producing a song book has been mentioned
again, and I still hope we can work on this when time and energy allow.
It was originally suggested with the Unitarian groups in India in mind. It
would also be good if some branch of the GA could produce an
information/worship pack about the life and work of the Rev Margaret
Barr (1899-1973), perhaps to mark the fortieth anniversary of her death
in August 2013. As far as I know this has not been done before, though
there is some material on the Women’s League website. It is good that
we still have strong links with the projects she started in the Khasi Hills
all those years ago.

On a different topic, I always intended to re-type Trevor Jones’s paper
from 1996 for our own website as it still contains much of interest. Foy
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reissued it as a pamphlet in 1998 for wider distribution (7). I made a start
but never finished it. Perhaps there’s still time.

I have also been sorting through my papers relating to the International
Religious Fellowship that have come to light during the big sort-out at the
house in Greenford, before our eventual move to Leicestershire. As part
of this I have been working on a list of IRF conferences since 1954, but
am rather struggling with the ones since about 1990 - and was 2006 the
last one?  I was intrigued to find that during the IRF Conference held at
Ackworth School in July 1982 I wrote some ‘Thoughts of an ex-Presi-
dent” which appeared in the Mini F.T. (=Forward Together) produced
during the conference. Strange what you have no recollection of having
written - it must have been penned at midnight.

(1)  Snippets of Foy History 1975-1989 Foy News July 1999,
p.32-33

(2)  A Brief History of Foy, Especially over the Last 20 Years
Foy News September 2004, p.7-13

(3)  Ben Johnson Recollections of a Remarkable Society:
F.O.Y. from October 1937 until Easter 1957. Published and
distributed by Ben Johnson, 1998.

(4)  David Usher Is There a Better Way? A Critical Look at
our National Organisation. Foy, 2002. 22pp

(5)  In the Beginning – Early Days at the Barn Foy News
Autumn 2011, p.16-20

(6)  Alan Ruston  Unitarians Challenged The Inquirer 29 July
1989, p.6

(7)  Trevor Jones Unitarianism: Yesterday, Today and To-
morrow (1996). Foy, 1998. 13pp
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Never visited or stayed at The
Barn?  Come along and join us
for the weekend or just for
Saturday.  The gathering will
involve a mix of activities with a
service on Saturday afternoon
and a social in the evening.  The
rest of the Bank Holiday Week-
end will be a social time with some
gentle walks for those inclined.

Give Isobel Mason (see back
page) a ring if you would like to
sleep in the Barn, camp or join us
for any meals....

Flagg
Welcome
Weekend

24th-27th May, 2013
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It was a privilege to represent Foy at the Unitarian Annual Meetings and
a very different experience to my usual Annual Assembly.

For thirty-five years I have acted as the GA Official Photographer,
working with a number of Publicity and Press Officers over this time.
The job has required coverage of the majority of events at the meetings
with only a few exceptions.  It has been my policy to cover as much as
possible so that our archive might accumulate a wide cross-section of
photo-coverage.  I also covered issues and stories which our various
press officers have, at times, initiated.  In addition I photographed people
who have been of interest to their local communities for their publicity
use or to go with articles aimed at local newspaper editors.

I always tried to be as discreet as possible in the way I have recorded
proceedings.  Generally I have avoided the use of flash which can be a
distraction during a session.  It has been something of a joke with
Unitarian friends that I have developed the very useful skill of becoming
invisible.  I think the fact that I have become known to a large number of
participants helps.  My intrusion into meetings became accepted by
most people on the basis that they know I have a job to do.  I also have
tried to affirm what has been going on in the sessions in order to show
respect for those people who were speaking.  I am sure that showing a
genuine interest in what has been happening has been very important.

Unitarian General Assembly 2012
A report by the Editor
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Early on, I made the decision to avoid photographing worship, other than
very large gatherings.  This has been a personal decision based on my
own experience of how intrusive I have found other people’s cameras in
worship situations.  I once attended an IARF International Conference in
Holland where a Japanese film crew were recording the whole event on
video, including worship.  For me, the cameras (and indeed additional
lights which they took everywhere they were recording) completely
destroyed any spiritual elements.  It confirmed my policy of keeping the
camera away from worship.  It can be a disaster with small groups and
needs to be done very discreetly at times like the Annual Assembly
Service. I have occasionally set up a worship situation before or after the
event for a particular purpose.  Alternatively, I have pictured the worship
leader afterwards with any items which might have been symbolic.

Last year I made it clear that it was my wish to give up the role of Official
Assembly Photographer.  I was anxious that the job should continue in
good hands and was delighted when Foy member Giles Croucher, who
is studying photography at degree level, expressed an interest in contin-
uing the task.  We worked together in 2011 and this year Giles photo-
graphed the GA meetings as Official Photographer.  Giles has fitted into
the role well and I hope that he will continue to enjoy wearing the hat I
have handed to him.  Giles has the aptitude, sensitivity and personality
for the job and I hope that he gets as much enjoyment out of this
commitment as I have done over the years.

And so it was my turn to attend the Unitarian Assembly Meetings
wearing another hat - that of Foy Society representative.  This was a
special honour for me and I am grateful to Foy for sending me as
delegate in the year when we celebrated fifty years of GA Zette.  Yes,
there are a few of us who remember, in 1962, the formation of the
Sixty-two Group.  One element of this small group of Foy Society
members (who set out to liven-up the meetings and act as a “ginger
group” to cut through much of the rubber stamping processes of the
gathering) was to introduce an overnight publication GA Zette.  This
enabled serious issues to be aired.  It also served to raise the profile of
real matters of concern.

The Sixty-two Group successfully used the overnight newsletter  to
constructively (though that was sometimes a matter of opinion) to high-
light things which needed to be addressed.  To some extent this small
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group of Roneo Heads (thriving on the smell of duplicator ink with the
likes of Henry Tittle - then warden at the Unitarian Holiday Centre).
Henry enjoyed the thrill of hand-cutting the delicate stencils which
carried his very able cartoons which complemented our articles.  Yes,
these were heady days for the Foy Society and that small band of
midnight coffee addicts had a lot of influence on developments which
followed as they turned the handle of that ancient Roneo duplicator.

It was with a strong awareness of this special Zette anniversary that I
went to Keele, having discussed the upcoming resolutions with various
members of Foy, as well as my own congregation in Chorley, Lanca-
shire.  I felt fairly confident that I could respond to the discussion around
the various topics in a way which reflected the feelings I had sounded
out.  I was also aware that GA Zette this year was to carry a special 50th

year commemorative cover, designed especially for the occasion by our
own Geoffrey Kent of Atlanta, Georgia in the USA.

It was Geoff who designed the original version of our Foy
logo which we have been using for just about as long as
Zette has been part of the General Assembly.  It appears,
as always on the front of this edition of Foy News.

Two editions from the 50 year Anniversary of GA Zette
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The resolution on equal rights for heterosexual couples, as our society
recognises the needs of gay and Lesbian couples (and makes the
necessary legislative changes) was somewhat misunderstood by many.

My own congregation were distracted from the essence of the motion
and drawn along the avenue of expressing their individual feelings about
gay marriage, rather than coming to grips with the actual reason for the
motion.  The Unitarian Assembly applied itself to the equality issues, for
all couples straight or gay, and I am pleased to record that the motion
was carried.

The most complex motion was certainly on the subject of assisted dying,
the idea that we should be able to decide whether we have the right to
allow our life to be terminated at a certain point.  There were many
speakers for and against this motion but the feeling of the assembly was
that it was not ready to take a vote on the subject.  In holding the motion
back for twelve months we have the opportunity to discuss the various
issues around the sanctity of life, responsibility of doctors, quality of life,
health and well-being of carers etc.  I trust that you will explore this
matter for yourself or in small groups and give next year’s Foy Society
rep your views on the matter.

There were two speakers at this year’s Unitarian Assembly from the
Society of Friends.  Both reminded us of just how much Unitarians and
Quakers have in common.  This has if anything increased over the
years.  Both speakers impressed me with their frankness and clear
declaration of faith, speaking both in general terms and personally.  The
effect of the two sessions (one was the Keynote speech and the other
was in another slot) was that, as soon as I arrived home I fulfilled a newly
made resolution to attend my local Quaker Meeting.  It has been many
years since I last attended a Quaker meeting and I felt that it was an
opportunity to give back something of the respect which, as an open-
minded Unitarian, I had experienced in Keele.  It was good to join the
Chorley Society of Friends for one of their regular meetings.
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As I was paying for a couple of magazines and a greetings card the other
day,  I was asked if I would like to take advantage of a special offer of
chocolate that was tantalisingly draped around the checkout.  On anoth-
er occasion, I was purchasing a couple of printer cartridges when I was
asked if I’d found all I was looking for: not withstanding having been
asked on my way in if I needed any assistance to locate what I wanted!
On my way to catch a train I decided to buy a newspaper: I was asked if
I wanted to purchase a drink as well!  Demonstrations as to how retail
outlets are all seeking to maximise sales opportunities.

We are familiar with the way in which sales items are strategically
positioned by checkout queues, the science that goes into what is
located where in supermarkets and the like.  In Northampton, our local
Sainsbury’s is being significantly expanded, nearby to which it is report-
ed that Marks and Spencer are to take over a JJB store to open a food
outlet employing 60-70 staff.

Northampton Saints Rugby Club is looking to carry out an expansion
scheme which will include an Asda store.  On the southern side, Wait-
rose have gained planning permission for a new store.  A couple of
Tesco Metros have appeared and they are also seeking to expand one
of their Extra stores.  Surely something has to give somewhere: there
are only so many potential customers in the area.

Idle thoughts of a

not so idle fellow

Richard Varley
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I feel that it comes as little surprise that Tesco’s sales and profits growth
appears to have hiccupped during the last twelve months.  This contin-
ued growth by the supermarket chains, the increased competition, will
doubtless continue the current keen pricing and incentives.  That may
be good for the customer, but I fear for the smaller local shops.  Equally,
I hope this does not result in aggressive contracts on their suppliers: an
example of which has been seen with the recent impact on milk produc-
ers’ supply prices.  I heard a phrase the other day, that amused me,
when an industry ‘expert’ gave the view that one of the supermarket
chains was seeking to ‘enhance the customer experience’ in order to
encourage custom!!

Our editor has reminded me in the past that I should recognise the lead
time between my penning my Ramblings and Foy News’ publication and
resist being too topical.  However, some of you will be aware of my
interest in railways and this piece is being written with Radio 5 as
background accompaniment.  It is the day when the Department of
Transport has fallen on its sword in the wake of Richard Branson calling
‘foul’ in the light of the award of the West Coast Main Line franchise to
First Group.   It is somewhat ironic when the BBC News replays the
piece showing the previous Transport Secretary expressing her total
confidence in the robustness of the franchise bid process!

The nature of the climb down, in the form of an unreserved apology from
the current Transport Secretary, demonstrates the seriousness of the
situation. The initial consequence is that three civil servants in the
Department of Transport have been suspended but where does the
buck really stop?  Who will be accountable for the £40M+ this debacle
will cost?  It is a subject with some considerable mileage as there are a
significant number of other franchise bid processes lined up behind it,
which appear to have been shunted into the proverbial siding for the time
being.   Not only has the assessment of this particular bid process been
shown to be faulty but the whole franchise process itself is subject to
assessment: what a way to run a railway!  It appears that we are the only
country to employ this method of operating our railways.

It is interesting to observe, that whilst TfL operate buses in London on a
contract basis, one of the requirements is that the buses shall be red.
As a result, the actual operator is not obviously apparent and I doubt if
many of passengers (sorry ‘customers’!) care two hoots so long as the
bus runs on time!  In the case of the railways a change in franchisee
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results in a change of livery to the delight, I assume, of the paint
manufacturers!

I am conscious that the daylight hours are shortening as we have
crossed the Autumn Equinox.  I am led to reflect on what passed for
summer: enough has been said and written about the unseasonable
weather.

So far as I was concerned I achieved an ambition in visiting the Isles of
Scilly.  They have held a particular appeal as for many years I have
wanted to visit the smallest inhabited island, Bryher.  One of my aunts
was the head teacher (well, the only teacher!) there during the nineteen
fifties.   As a child I recall her stories of island life and the challenges of
teaching a small group of island children in the 5-16 age range.
Creature comforts were scarce and she had the privilege of the Atlantic
washing her kitchen floor twice a winter: it should be borne in mind that
looking west from the School House, on its coastal location, the next
landfall is America!  The school closed in 1972 and since then the island
children have been ‘boated’ across to the neighbouring island of Tresco.

We visited Bryher on a lovely sunny day; the trip, in a small open boat,
from the main island of St Mary’s taking about half an hour.  Long
enough to contemplate what this mode of travel must be like in less
favourable conditions.  Later in the week strong winds did materialise
and some distinctly wet travellers disembarked from the Tresco boat!
However, we saw Bryher at its best.  The atmosphere and sea were of
a clarity we rarely see in Britain.

There was a smart new, well stocked store which had opened earlier in
the year.  They had been without a store over the winter since the
previous one closed down: the nearest one would have been over the
water at Tresco!  Next to the store was the resident artist’s studio shop
where we discovered that he and his wife are the current occupants of
the School House.  He has one of most idyllic journeys to work: his
actual studio is a three minute walk along the beach to a former gig
boathouse!  We met one of my aunt’s former pupils, now in his seven-
ties, who remembered her as a somewhat strict teacher.  She was a
lovely lady but I know what he means!

It is an island with no metalled roads, a few rudimentary road vehicles,
the postman with his quad bike and trailer; vegetables and local produce
for sale by the ‘road’ side with a cash box in which to leave payments,
one hotel, one bar/café, a few guest houses and glorious scenery.  Idyllic
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surroundings far removed from the mainland hustle and bustle: it would
be difficult to find anywhere more tranquil.

Then reality kicks in!   Shopping for anything other than everyday food
provisions is a premeditated exercise.  Where’s the nearest doctor and
chemist - St Mary’s.  Decent sized clothing and DIY stores - Penzance.
Theatre and cinema - dream on!  The main passenger vessel, the
‘Scillonian’ doesn’t sail in the winter months and the helicopter link is
about to cease operating leaving only small fixed wing aircraft as the
means of travel.  The small cargo vessel sails all year round but only
carries the occasional passenger and knowing the small size of the craft,
a journey in winter seas would not be recommended!

We heard of a couple who had retired to Bryher a year ago, who have
decided to sell up and leave: the majority of the residents are born and
bred Scillonians.  When the gales blow you batten down the hatches and
nothing moves over the water.  The day before we were due to leave we
experienced winds strong enough to prevent the ‘Scillonian’ from sailing:
something which does not usually happen in August.  So the shelves in
the Co-op store on St Mary’s became emptier: exploring St Mary’s itself
was the best option.

There was plenty of opportunity to photograph some dramatic sea-
scapes.  Fortunately, the winds abated sufficiently for us to sail, as
planned, the following day: nevertheless, the advice from the Captain,
as we left the quieter waters of the islands, was “I suggest you find a seat
and stay in it”!  To enable it to reach the harbour on St Mary’s, the
“Scillonian” has a shallow draught which is not best suited to the Atlantic
in lively mood.

We met a number of people who return year after year: even after one
visit it is easy to appreciate their enthusiasm.  Former Prime Minister,
Harold Wilson, escaped from London regularly for over forty years to a
modest cottage on the edge of Hugh Town and I can understand why.
After his death he was brought back to be buried in the graveyard at the
church by Old Town bay.  Lady Wilson still visits their cottage.  It didn’t
take long for reality to kick in.  The following day and the A30 in Cornwall
to be precise!

Thursday 20th September was still just summer.  I visited our local DIY
store.  They had cleared space previously occupied with summer garden
furniture and barbecue equipment and were setting out a display of
Christmas trees and decorations…..  Still postmen were wearing shorts!
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It is with great sadness that we report that Roy Smith, Lay Leader of Tenterden
Unitarian Church, former General Secretary and Honorary Member of the
General Assembly, died suddenly on 12th December, 2011.  He was 75 years
old. His funeral was held at a very full Tenterden Unitarian Church on Friday,
30th December, with mourners having gathered from throughout the British
Isles to pay tribute. The service was led by Rev. Eric Jones, a long-time friend
of the Smiths, with other contributions by Christine Hayhurst, former Deputy
Secretary of the General Assembly, and Rev. David Usher, District Minister for
London and the South East. Rev. Ann Peart gave a reading as President of the
General Assembly, and a letter from Rev. Bill Schulz, former President of the
Unitarian Universalist Association was also read. The funeral and reception
were followed by a private committal at Kent County Crematorium.

Roy was born and raised in Leicester, the eldest of four children. He had to
leave school at sixteen to help support the family finances, and got his first job
in one of Leicester’s premium department stores. At seventeen, rather than
being called up, he enlisted with the Royal Air Force for 3 years, Always an
avid reader, while posted in Germany he happened to pick up a copy of The
Inquirer from a friend, liked what he read, and found his way to the Croydon
Unitarian Church where his friend lived. So began an association which was to
last for the rest of his life. He met his future wife, Carole, when he knocked on
her door looking for her piano-playing father to ask if he would play for a
church entertainment. At the tender ages of just 23 and 20, Roy and Carole
married, and on the 26th of December this year they would have celebrated their
52nd wedding anniversary.

After a few other clerical jobs, Roy started work as Deputy Secretary at
Unitarian Headquarters in London in 1961, a post he held with distinction until
1974 when he left to work for the National Association of Probation Officers.
However, five years later he was enticed back as General Secretary, the position
he held until he took early retirement in 1994. Roy was the first layperson to

Dr. Roy Smith dies unexpectedly

David Usher
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hold the position of General Secretary, and as such he encountered opposition
from some ministers. However, no-one could have done more to promote the
interests of ministers and ministry, being tirelessly conscientious in all aspects
of his support for ministers. During his Secretariat Roy was also keenly inter-
ested in the work of The International Association for Religious Freedom, and
after his retirement served that organisation as President. His service to Unitar-
ianism was recognised in 1984 when Meadville Lombard Theological School
in Chicago awarded him an Honorary Doctorate. It was a distinction of which
he was justly proud, having left formal education at the age of only sixteen.

Roy filled his retirement years with volunteering and then becoming an employ-
ee at the Primary School where Carole had become Deputy Head Teacher,
working particularly with special needs children and helping them learn to
swim. He formally qualified as a Life Guard, all of his fellow students being
teenagers.

Ten years ago, Roy and Carole moved to Ashford and began attending the
charming church in nearby Tenterden when they quickly became key members
of the congregation. Four years ago, the congregation being without pastoral
leadership, Roy offered his services as Lay Leader, an offer gladly accepted. He
brought energy, compassion and imagination to that position, and with Carole’s
help and encouragement, he forged strong new links with the town. The
congregation grew in numbers and confidence. Roy had signalled his intention
to retire as Lay Leader in March of next year, but his loss will be grievously felt
by everyone in the congregation and beyond.

Roy is survived by Carole, his beloved wife of almost fifty two years, their three
children, Graham, Philip and Lisa, eight grand children, and one very new great
grandchild. Roy was a devoted father and grandfather, and took great delight in
them all. His three younger siblings, Carol, Yvonne and Michael, also survive
him. Their loss is the greatest, but everyone who knew Roy will be touched and
saddened by his death. He was a truly kind, gentle and good man.
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Phil Silk
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Rev. Phil Silk, a good friend of Bradford Unitarians, a trustee, and former
member at Broadway Avenue, led a celebration service on the last day of July
for the life of Trevor. Phil admitted at the outset that we can never fully capture
the life of anyone, let alone someone who lived 8o years.
Trevor in general was one of those people who stay in the background, not
saying much, but always seeing when something needs doing and being gener-
ally helpful. Trevor’s parents were friends with Joan’s parents at Broadway
Avenue and this provided the starting point for a marriage with Joan - lasting
fifty-four years.
Trevor’s first job was in sales, but with their sons Adrian and Martin to care for,
he switched to night shift work at BT to provide more appropriate support for
Joan. Trevor in effect became a house-parent, long before the term was in
popular use, and supported and encouraged the boys in many ways.
One of his enduring interests was horses and before he met Joan he shared in
owning a horse. Sometimes he took the boys to some stables, and he read the
racing paper daily, studied the form, and occasionally had a flutter.For a while,
he was a member of the Freedom Association but later in life his experiences
and other influences led him to a less conservative stance. For some years he
was a governor of Delf Hill School.
Trevor was active at Broadway Avenue and on his retirement became in effect
the caretaker; this involvement continued at the present Unitarian congregation
at Russell Street. Retirement also brought about more international travel –
most recently to Norway.
In response to Trevor’s poor health in recent years he and Joan moved from a
house in Wibsey to a more convenient flat at Low Moor. Trevor  leaves behind
two grand-daughters, whom he enjoyed - Jessica and Lydia, daughters of
Martin and Catherine; and alsoAdrian and his partner Pat. Trevor will also be
missed by Bradford Unitarians.



Arthur Latham

Extracts from his eulogy by

Joyce Ashworth

During Arthur’s time, Rochdale was a thriving Church with around 180 mem-
bers and an average Sunday attendance of 75+ adults and 18 children.   Just two
years prior to his arrival, the congregation had established itself in a new
building and the 10th Anniversary Service in that building was celebrated by a
gathering of 170 people.

Chalice Award group gatherings, closely followed by UYPL meetings were
hosted at the Manse on Sunday evenings.   During the week such things as Bible
Study and Discussion Group gatherings also took place at the Manse.  I must
add that Arthur was the only Minister I ever remember seriously trying to
educate Unitarians on matters of the Bible.

But Arthur also demonstrated his considerable skills and versatility in ways
beyond the purely spiritual.   To quote a few examples, he was responsible for
the establishment of a “Vikings” group for the very young members of Junior
Church and for the adoption in Rochdale of the President’s Award Scheme.

I recall Ann & Arthur arriving in Rochdale around the same time that I started
attending regularly.    I remember enjoying Friday night "Vikings", and later
UYPL meetings at the manse, which Arthur facilitated so well.  Thinking back
to it now, he seemed to have so much energy and enthusiasm for things.   In
Sunday Worship, and during Sunday evening UYPL meetings, at an age when
I was probably beginning to question things anyway, both Arthur and Ann
helped to provide a 'safe' environment for discussion - it was ok to question, or
not to know, or to think differently.

We were blessed in Rochdale to enjoy, for a time, the dedication, support and
friendship of the whole Latham family, and the experience of working together
for a common cause.
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Dave said to me recently (Dave is my husband but as he is neither
Unitarian nor gregarious, you will most likely only see him if you come to
stay) "Have you noticed how common some things have become, as
though they were legal when they are not?"  The two things he cited were:
Parking on pavements and entering a motorway from the slip road as
though you had right of way.

In fact all sort of things are happening, some of which bring on the bees
in my bonnet to an almost earsplitting buzz.

The spread of estuary English
I particularly hate this because my name is rendered Dorofy. What is
really surprising is that the Welsh speakers I know who use the voiced
and unvoiced th in Welsh: dd and th, say 'Ve fingis' just like any Brit
when speaking in English. And it is not just yoof, it is practically every
one, Even people in't North now say i' Norf. I can't bear it.  Eeh, Mr
Arkwright, vere's trouble at ve mill.

I’m bored of
What!  What happened to with? what's wrong with with? Which half wit
thought that changing with to of was going to be in some way clearer?
Is with going to disappear?  Still, at least we are spared off of though I'm
sure it will come in time.

Pitcher
As in the well-known piece by Mussorgsky about ceramics on display.

Labels
No one, except me, now removes a label from anything. Cups, saucers,
washing-up bowls, nailbrushes, washing machines.  Even the little
plastic wire tags on scarves and bags are left in situ. Is it because, unlike
clothes, these items do not display the maker's name or logo?  Because
you see, you can't just wear trousers or shirts or jumpers or shoes. You
have to wear trousers etc that bear the maker's name. Heaven help
anyone who attempts to go out walking in rainwear not marked Regatta
or North Face. You'll probably freeze to death or drown, and serve you
right. Now, I do confess that I wear a rain jacket bearing the logo
"oettinger SPORT SYSTEMS" but that is because Mr Oettinger gave it
to me, himself, so there.

Have you noticed? Dotty Haughton
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Foy Conference 2013
Run by the Foy Society

Open to All

Climate Change

Our next conference will be held 3rd-6th May, 2013
at The Nightingale Centre, Great Hucklow, Derbyshire

Joan Partington <partingtons@gmail.com>

If you haven’t booked but would like to find out if there is still
availability contact Joan Partington, conference secretary.
Details on back page or:

And there is an increasing number of cups marked cup and bowls
marked bowl.  I found the perfect container for couscous but it was
marked biscuits. What is it with you people?

Flowers on verges
If you die in Tesco's by the deli counter then your loved ones will save
their floral tributes for the funeral.  If, however, stoned out of your mind
on drugs, alcohol or simply so tired you can't keep your eyes open you
immolate yourself on some sneaky bend then your loved ones will
hasten there with £4.99 bouquets from the garage and leave them on
the site to rot. How many noble drunkards are memorialized in dead
flowers?  Oh, Keats, thou should'st be living at this hour - "Ode to a
roadside bouquet of dead flowers (with price label and cellophane
wrapping )".
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Some useful              contacts

Foy President

Richard Varley,
60, Weggs Farm Road,
Northampton,  NN5 6HD.

 01604 587860

Membership Secretary:

Hazel Warhurst,
18, Priory Way,
Ingleby Arncliffe,
N. Yorkshire.         DL6 3LR

      (mobile) 07765005870

Conference Secretary:

Joan Partington,
“Sandcroft”,
Townhead,  Hayton,
BRAMPTON,
Cumbria.         CA8 9JF.

01228 670565

Flagg Secretary:

Isobel Mason,
11, Easton Road,
Flitwick,
Bedfordshire,
          MK45 1EU

01525 714341

Correspondence Sec.

Helen Hooley,
17, Coniston Way,
Macclesfield,
Cheshire,  SK11 7XR

 01625 610236

Treasurer and Printing:

David Warhurst,
18, Priory Way,
Ingleby Arncliffe,
N. Yorkshire.        DL6 3LR

 01609 882442

Editor’s email : john@hewerdinefamily.co.uk


