Who are we?

UKunitarianTV was launched by the Visibility Strategy
Group at the Unitarian Annual Meetings in April 2012.
It is run by volunteers and is funded by some very
generous donations that it has received from a number
of individuals and the East Cheshire Union.The service
enables pre-recorded or live programmes to be
transmitted via the web, so it is just like any other TV
channel except you use a computer connected to the
internet to watch it.

Each month, a new 3 hour of loop of material is added.
There is a menu of ‘view on demand’ programmes that
can be selected if the viewer does not wish to watch the
loop.
One of the main aims of the project is to enable people
to see what Unitarianism is all about before they take
the big step of walking into a church.
Just like The Inquirer & The Unitarian, UKunitarianTV is
run independently from Unitarian Headquarters, but its
aims are the same - to promote Unitarianism in the UK.

New website
The main website for the channel has just been given a make-over to
include new (CSS3) website standards. As well as helping with rankings
with sites like google, the site uses some of the more stylish features
that can now be included in web sites.
The site has been designed so while you are looking at details of
the project and how anyone can get involved, you can still hear the
broadcast. The page can be viewed in any browser, but is best in
Firefox.
The site can be found at www.ukunitarian.tv

Our Objectives are:
-

To make Unitarian related material available
online

-

To broadcast live services

-

To make use of the skills already existing in
the Unitarian community

-

To use UCCN to increase video, sound
recording, editing and broadcasting skills

-

To seek for and act upon feedback

Advert-Free Facility a Priority
At the last steering group meeting it was agreed
that the facility should move onto a paid service as
soon as possible to enable the current adverts to be
removed. “Many of the current advertisements are
not suitable for our viewers” said Joan Wilkinson,
one of the steering committee members. “They
are for playstation war games and they really don’t
set the right mood for anyone wishing to watch a
meditation or something reﬂective”.The move will
cost about £1,000 a year but signiﬁcant funding has
been given for exactly this purpose. It is estimated
that the service will change in a couple of months
when trials on the new possible providers are
completed.

Quality is the Key
The steering group have identiﬁed the need to produce
quality broadcasts as the priority for the next six months
before the service really gets underway next year.
Two types of training are being organised. On the
technical side, a whole day’s workshop will be
included at this November’s UCCN (www.uccn.org.uk)
conference. During this practically based session, those
attending will be able to learn about the equipment
required to record a service and will gain experience in
editing on a computer and then making it available on
UKunitarianTV.
Some video training for worship leaders is also going
to be organised with others in the movement who are
involved in ministerial training. There are new factors
that need to be considered when leading worship that is
being streamed into people’s homes.

www.ukunitarian.tv
support@ukunitarians.org.uk

- dont forget to ask to go on our mailing list
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Service starts with World Record 31 hour Sermon

James reaching the existing record

Monitoring the transmission, facebook & donations

Ditchling Chapel saw the ﬁrst real test of the channel at
the end of July, when James Barry attempted a world
record. Guinness determined the sermon as a ‘marathon
speech’ but the real challenge was the decision to
webcast the whole event via UKunitarianTV. Kevin and
Bronwyn Lowe from Dukinﬁeld came down to help with
the technical side of the transmission as this was such
an important part of the event. Getting the chapel
‘wired’ took 4 man-days. There was no guarantee that
the broadband installed in the chapel would be fast
enough, so 100 metre cables were used to connect
to the networks of the two neighbours to provide
contingency. One of these was a business connection
and proved invaluable as the upload speed of a standard
broadband link didn’t seem to have the capacity to take
the webcast.

interference they can’t be used on the PCs required for
the cameras, while the older brick sized ones are ﬁne!

It was very much a learning curve for James and Kevin
who discovered some very odd problems while setting
up. For example, the new modern, very small power
supplies provided with modern laptops create so much

How to get involved in the most
exciting Unitarian project in the UK
UKunitarianTV is looking for new technical teams
to ﬁlm services. Our ultimate aim is to provide an
online service every week and to achieve this we will
need more than the three teams we have currently
based in Manchester, Derbyshire and Sussex. If you
would be interested in being trained to ﬁlm services
in your area, do contact us.
Congregations to be ﬁlmed. We would like to ﬁlm
from so many of our Churches and Chapels, we
only visit each one a couple of times a year. This
will only be possible if more congregations come

The current service provider for the webcasting used by
UKunitarianTV attempts to record the video, but this
ﬁrst trial proved that this can’t be relied upon as many
of the ﬁles were corrupted when the line failed. “This
is all experience we need” said James “We are on the
leading edge here and have nearly fallen off a number of
times.”
The sermon which beat the previous ‘speech marathon’
record did demonstrate the potential for the service as
well highlight some of the technical obstacles for such
events. Importantly, it showed that it can be done within
the sort of budget currently available to the steering
committee and we are no longer in the days when this
service is just for big business. Those watching the
event used Facebook to communicate messages back to
the chapel showing that two way communication was
simple and used web facilities familiar to the majority of
internet users.

forward. Please remember that our aim is to show
Unitarian services via the web to encourage potential
Unitarians to come to our worship so showing your
congregation will promote your church.
Smaller congregations to use our service. Many
congregations do not meet every week. It is known
that it is very difﬁcult to build up congregations
who do not meet frequently. We believe our service
will provide a cost free way that congregations can
meet more frequently without the need to organise
a service. Our facility will enable congregations to
watch a Unitarian service together and then discuss
it over coffee and so encourage them to meet more
frequently.

UKunitarianTV Steering Group: James Barry (Convenor), Janet Ford (ECU), Louise Rogers (ECU), Rev Danny Crosby (MDA), Joan
Wilkinson (NUF), John Wilkinson (DUWIT), Peter Zone (NUF), Martin West (MDA), Kevin Lowe (ECU), Alan Eastwood (Treasurer)

