Nov 2012
New Advert-Free Service launched

Second Channel on UCCN

UKunitarianTV is pleased to announce that it is now
using a new service provider www.webcast-tv.com
enabling it to provide a broadcast without adverts.
“It’s the single most annoying aspect of the service!”
said Joan Wilkinson. “Its very difﬁcult to get people
in the right space for a meditation if they have just
seen a very violent advert”.

Most of the video available to UKunitarianTV can
be split into two categories, material explaining
different aspects of Unitarianism that we hope will
interest those who wish to know more about us and
footage aimed at existing Unitarians. This second
group includes some of the training sessions we have
on video for example. It has been decide to move this
material to the UCCN (Unitarian communication coordinator’s network) web site at www.uccn.org.uk

The new service also means that viewers will see the
start of the monthly loop of programmes rather than
joining the programme halfway through.
Other advantages of the new
service provider, is that it
means the service can be
viewed from mobile devices.
With the previous facility
only live services could be
viewed, now all the existing
material is available.

UKunitarianTV Objectives
-

To make Unitarian related material available
online

-

To broadcast live services

-

To make use of the skills already existing in
the Unitarian community

-

To use UCCN to increase video, sound
recording, editing and broadcasting skills

-

To seek for and act upon feedback

The channel will also broadcast live some of its
conference in November, enabling those who can’t
attend to see some of the presentations on Fri 2nd
and Sat 3rd November.
Congregation Template - Fri 5:30pm
James Barry will launch the new template
that will be available to congregations
who wish to have their website on the
domain www.ukunitarians.org.uk.
The new design includes automated
newsletter and podcast uploads, an
automated newsletter distribution facility,
links to facebook pages and google
calendars. It also has a new look and
compiles to more up-to date web standards.
How to Create Web and Podcasts - Fri 7:45pm
James Barry and John Wilkinson explain how to
create a web or podcast to give potential new
members an idea of what happens inside your church.
Unitarian Strap-lines - Fri 8:15pm
Angela Maher explains what is involved in creating
a good PR statement that will increase someone’s
understanding of Unitarianism.
How to Use Social Media - Fri 8:45pm
Yvonne Aburrow gives us a beginner’s guide as
to how we can use social media to promote our
congregations. Very important with half the country
now on facebook.
Workshop Reports - Sat 7:15pm
The three groups report of what they have achieved
during their workshops during the day.
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How to create a Podcast
Stepping into an un-known church for the ﬁrst time is
a very scary idea for many people. Giving them a taste
of what to expect from the safety of their own home is
one way to break down that barrier. This can be done by
either ﬁlming a service or creating an audio recording
and making it available on a web site. Filming needs
good equipment and great care but an audio recording
is far simpler. However, there are some tricks that are
worth knowing which are listed below.
Copyright
Recording the singing of hymns will break copyright as
the music is protected. There are licenses that you can
get to cover this, and they are not too expensive, but
unless you have one, you are breaking the law.
For more information google: Limited Online Music
Licence.
Take the recording from your PA
If your place of worship has a PA system, you are
normally better off recording direct from this system. It
will reduce the new equipment you require and having
to have two microphones by a lecture will look very
cluttered. Don’t put a recording microphone in front of
speaker, try and take a line-out feed from the mixer or
ampliﬁer.
Microphones
If you do not have a PA or loop system in your building,
you will need one for your recording. Remember that
it must be VERY near the worship leader to get a good
recording. If it’s too far away, it will sound very distant
as you will pick up the acoustics of the building too
much. A little bit of echo will make it sound like it was
recorded in a church, but too much will make it very
difﬁcult to listen to. Anything more than 50cm is likely
to give you problems. Not all microphones are the same
and there is a reason why good ones cost a lot of money.
The industry standard for recording is one made by Shure
called an SM58 – it will cost about £100 and will do the
job. Look for ones with a 3 pin XLR connector – these
are known as balanced microphones and are better than
the ones using just two connectors with something like a
1/4in round jack plug.
Recorder
I use an all-in-one ‘Handy recorder H2’ recorder I
purchased from Maplin Electronics for £100. It is
complicated to use, but the recordings are very good.
I place it in the pulpit before the start of the service
and switch it one before I am getting in the way. It
records directly to an SD card that I can connect to my
computer. I can also plug in an external microphone if
required or connect to the line-out from a mixer. It can
get through batteries very quickly, so where possible I
plug it into the mains.
What ever recorder you use ensure that you switch off
the ‘automatic gain control’ facility. If this is left on, in

moments of silence,
the recorder will in
effect, turn up the
volume and deafen
you when the minister
starts to talk. Switch
this feature off and do
a test before you start
to ensure the levels
are set.

Editing
No one minds a worship leader stumbling over a few
words or clearing their throat with the occasional cough,
but on a recording this doesn’t sound good and with the
right software, can be removed. All good ‘movie making’
software can be used to edit the sound and there are
many good downloads available free on the internet.
These can be used to fade sections in and out as well as
cut out bad bits.
Quality and size of the MP3 ﬁle
If your MP3 ﬁle (podcast) is of very high quality, the ﬁle
size will be too big to download, if the quality is too low
a people will just not listen. Experiment with the options
available with your software. If your recording is only
the sermon, start with a setting of about 64 kilo-bits per
second (64kbps).
UKunitarianTV
We have a loop of material that it sends out each month
and use podcasts recorded by many churches. If you
would like yours included, please do contact us.

How to get involved in the most
exciting Unitarian project in the UK

UKunitarianTV is looking for new technical
teams to ﬁlm services. Our ultimate aim is
to provide an online service every week and to
achieve this we will need more than the three
teams we have currently.
Congregations to be ﬁlmed. We would like to
ﬁlm from many of our Churches and Chapels. This
will only be possible if more congregations come
forward.
Smaller congregation to use our service. Many
congregations do not meet every week. It is known
that it is very difﬁcult to build up congregations
who do not meet frequently. We believe our service
will provide a cost free way that congregations can
met more frequently without the need to organise
a service.
Sign up for our newsletter. Just send your email
to support@ukunitarians.org.uk and we will ensure
you are kept up to date with what is happening
with UKunitarianTV.

UKunitarianTV Steering Group: James Barry (Convenor), Janet Ford (ECU), Loiuse Rogers (ECU), Rev Danny Crosby (MDA), Joan
Wilkinson (NUF), John Wilkinson (DUWIT), Peter Zone (NUF), Martin West (MDA), Kevin Lowe (MDA), Alan Eastwood (Treasurer)

