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We have been again been able to hold services every Sunday throughout the year with 

attendances varying between 8 and 14. We have had a considerable variety of worship 

leaders of somewhat varied quality. Among ministers we have heard Ernest Baker, Bill 

Darlison (although since April he has been engaged elsewhere as President of the General 

Assembly, Myrna Michell, June Pettitt,  and Bob Pounder. Our own Stephen Carlile has 

taken most of the morning services on the first Sunday of each month. Others of our own lay 

people leading worship have been David Arthur, Sally Fairweather, John Goodchild, Chris 

Pilkington, and Kate Taylor. Anthony Dawson has returned to Wakefield on a number of 

occasions to take services. Our anniversary Service in 2012 brought the then president of the 

General Assembly, Liz Dyson Jones, to us. The Harvest Festival in 2012 was led by Melanie 

Prideaux. Visiting preachers otherwise have been Marion Baker, Elizabeth  Faiers,  Robert 

Ince, Jeff Jones, Rosemary Francis Lloyd, Brin Price, Jim Stearn, and Jim Timiney. 

A monthly Tuesday evening service, led by our own members,  was initiated in March and, 

whilst attendance has normally been only six people, it has proved spiritually very 

worthwhile. 

Bill Darlison provided a service based on an Agape meal on Maundy Thursday.  

Whilst we have made no firm plans whatever to recruit a minister, we did convey an 

expression of interest in the 2020 fund which is designed to support innovation in the 

provision of worship. There 

month Melanie Prideaux has created meaty issues of The Wakefield Unitarian. Chris 

Pilkington ensures that the Chapel website is kept up to date.   

 



Tina Walsh has continued to keep the Chapel, Vestry, kitchen and lavatories clean and 

polished. During a few weeks when she was incapacitated,  her daughter kept up the good 

work.  The grounds have been well maintained again by Pat Howard, Stephen Carlile, Ralph 

Denby and Kate Taylor 

Arrangements were made from January to provide two parking spaces for judges and senior 

staff working at Emerald House and this had brought a welcome income of £2,000 for twelve 

months.  

The Chapel rules were amended at the annual meeting in 2012 to provide for the possibility 

of its ceasing to provide Unitarian worship. The Chapel has also adopted a formal procedure 

in case of fire and a safeguarding policy. 

There was an informal and entirely inconclusive meeting at the end of September with 

representatives of Bradford Unitarians to explore the possibility of a joint ministry. 

Weddings were conducted by David Arthur and Stephen Carlile, and John Goodchild took a 

service of blessing for the civil partnership of two young men.  

We have been privileged to have Paul Dawson playing our restored organ for almost all our 

services. On the rare occasions when he has been unable to be with us, Pat Howard has 

provided the music. 

We were greatly saddened by the death of Dinkie Humphreys at the end of March. We 

continue to feel much sympathy for Bill.  

There have been meetings of the Tuesday morning Westgate Forum almost every month with 

attendance varying between 3 and 6. Topics have included whether we should feel anxious 

about the police force, the desirability of the disestablishment of the Church of England, and 

the attention we should give to words. In May we had an evening forum on the new 

academies at which our guest speaker was Ian Wildey, Wakefield Diocesan Director of 

Education.  

John Goodchild gave two talks in July for the Festival of British Archaeology, and Anthony 

Dawson gave a talk on the 1813 Doctrine of the Trinity Act in September.  We had a  happy 

social event in August with a barbecue at the home of Stephen Carlile. In the same month 

many of us attended the 105 birthday party of our oldest member, Phyllis Lockwood.  

We initiated a series of five Friday lunchtime organ recitals in April and May which attracted 

between a dozen and 20 people.  

The Chapel opened on five occasions for the bi-monthly Art Walk with numbers varying 

from fifty or so to over a hundred.  

The increasing numbers of visitors to the Chapel led to Dr Prideaux creating a new leaflet for 

them which has been in some demand.  



We have made some modest contributions towards charitable purposes including gifts of £25 

to Oldham Chapel for its work with asylum seekers, and £150 to the Send a Child to 

Hucklow fund. Non perishable foodstuffs brought to the 2012 Harvest Festival were passed 

on for clients of the Wakefield Rent Deposit Scheme.  

During the Wakefield Literary Festival in September the Chapel, hired by Beam, was well 

filled for talks by Novelist Tracy Chevalier, and broadcaster and creator of documentaries on 

aspects of history, Michael Wood. On the last Saturday of the Festival , the Chapel was 

included in a literary walk; John Goodchild read participants a hymn by Andrew Chalmers.  

David Arthur again attended the General Assembly in April as our delegate. Kate Taylor was 

there too serving as the Press Officer.  

The Chapel Committee has met regularly, led by our President. The officers have worked 

with efficiency and good will. The Chapel has again been well served by Nancy Denison who 

ensures that there are fresh flowers on the communion table each week and that subscribers 

receive their copies of The Inquirer regularly.   

 

 

 

 

 


