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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 
and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the 
economic, social, educational, political - 
and spiritual - development of Wakefield 
and its vicinity. 

Benediction for Good Friday by Cliff Reed 

(based on words by T.S. Eliot) 

 

It was a cruel month 

when Jesus died in mockery of spring 

and was laid in the stony tomb, his body broken – 

the image of God. 

 

But lilacs breed out of dead land, 

roots stir with April rain, 

spirits rise mixing memory and hope.  

 

Son of Man, 

we remember you on the cruellest day 

and we await your rising 

from beneath that heap of broken images 

that has buried you so long. 
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Sunday Services in April 
 
1 April: The first service of the month is intergenerational worship at 
10.30am and will be taken by Stephen Carlile, who writes ‘April 1st, as 
many of you will know, can be a silly day, it happens to be the day that 
I'm doing the service at Westgate, and it seems like we should carry on 
in the tradition of my services, and be silly. I'd like everyone to bring a 
joke along to tell the congregation, Unitarian jokes are particularly 
welcome!’ 
 
The rest of the services for the month will be at 3pm: 
 
8 April: John Goodchild 
15 April: Anthony Dawson 
22 April: Reverend Ernest Baker 
29 April: Reverend Tom Macready 

 
Welcoming Rota 
Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel welcome at 
our services. As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day 
indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
April 1st: Pat Howard  
April 8th: Nancy Denison 
April 15th: Ralph Denby 
April 22nd: John Goodchild 
April 29th: Pat Howard 
 
Flowers 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 
arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know! 
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THE COUNTRY HOUSE IN THE WEST RIDING IN THE 18
TH

 

AND 19
TH

 CENTURIES 

Four lectures by John Goodchild, M.Univ. at the chapel 

At 2pm on Tuesdays 10, 17 and 24 April and 1 May 

A study of the mansion, estate, family, staff, gardens, economy, 

religion, politics, education, the development of coal and other 

resources, sport, culture, transport, the community, wider 

connections including slaveowning and immigration, etc.  

A small charge of £3 for a single lecture or the whole series will 

be made to cover heating and lighting costs 

 

Celebrating the reinstatement of the 
Chapel organ 

 
Recital by Jonathan Bielby, Organist 

Emeritus, Wakefield Cathedral, 
Wednesday 25 April 2012 at 7.30pm 

Tickets £5 from Kate (Wine and cheese 
served) 

 

An invitation to a bring-and-share lunch at the Quaker Meeting 
House, Thornhill Street, on 29 April 
We have been invited by the Society of Friends in Wakefield to 
join them for lunch on Sunday 29 April. This will take place about 
12 noon. Those who wish to attend the preceding Quaker 
Meeting, at 10.30am, would be most welcome to do so. Whilst 
the Friends have said that we need take nothing, it might be a 
courtesy to contribute to the buffet. Please let Kate know if you 
intend to go.  
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Chapel Outreach   Stephen Carlile 

At a recent committee meeting we discussed ways of promoting our 

work at Wakefield Westgate. It seems to be agreed that for the 

purposes of promotion the name Wakefield Westgate Unitarians is 

informative, and less formal, more welcoming. Small cards have been 

produced that could be given to people who are interested in our 

work, or could be used as bookmarks in library books that may be 

interested in Unitarianism...and perhaps left in there when you've 

finished with the book! I will make these into packs of ten initially, with 

the hope that every member will take a pack to use. Further cards will 

be printed for the back of church, so that you can top up! Any other 

ideas for promoting our work warmly welcomed. 

Facebook is a social networking site on the internet. We have recently 

set up a page where people can find out a little more about the work of 

the church, as well as getting reminders of events and services. You do 

have to join facebook to see the page, but it can be found at 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/381199475231005/  

Motions for the 2012 General Assembly 
 

A number of interesting, and perhaps 
controversial, motions have been put 
forward for the 2012 General Assembly 
which begins on 3 April. Chapel Committee 
has decided that members of the 
congregation should have a chance to 
discuss these after the morning service on 
1 April. Come along and share your views! 

 

http://www.facebook.com/#%21/groups/381199475231005/
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Is there an acceptable alternative to capitalism? The March Forum 

We had a pretty good idea of an ideal economic and political system but were 

sceptical about its every catching on. Human nature , it was said, was against it.  

We suggested that a love of money, selfishness, and a desire for independence 

and to be one’s own boss sustained capitalism. Would those with an 

entrepreneurial spirit devote their strengths to anything else?  

For a few moments we lamented the privatisation of the Thatcher era: railways 

and the utilities such as water, gas and electricity, should  be in public 

ownership with any income reinvested in the systems and plant rather than 

swelling the pockets of shareholders (some of whom have little connection with 

our own country at all). 

Much of our discussion was about co-operative or collaborative enterprises. In 

principle we favoured these. In practice we wondered how well they would ever 

work. Like capitalist concerns, we feared they would still be hierarchical, 

requiring managers as well as labourers. They just might attract noble-minded 

entrepreneurs, of course. One of our number reminded us that a former 

chairman of the Chapel trustees, Henry Briggs, had sought to run his company 

on collaborative lines but, when his workforce decided to join a Trades Union, 

he scrapped the scheme.  

The introduction of co-operatives as the principal form of employment would, 

we knew, require a major revolution. But it was urged that all manner of 

concerns – manufacturing, retailing, professional services like the law, even the 

provision of water – could be undertaken in this way. But then we recognised 

that this would not remove competition – one manufacturing enterprise would 

compete with another – and, importantly, there were spheres in which people 

would want choice: where to find the lawyer that suited you?  

Would a company based on co-operation require a government and what would 

be its role?  It would handle foreign policy and would, via taxation, provide for 

those needs which are not wealth-creating: social services, schools, health care. 

It would see what new co-operatives were needed and prompt their formation. 
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But then we made some pretty sceptical remarks about politicians. Few people, 

we thought, stood for Parliament unless they were in it for power and a good 

pension.  We thought that some Labour politicians, like Michael Foot, were of a 

better calibre but then they did not achieve much. At least the Socialist ethic 

was to do something for others.  

Perhaps a benevolent capitalism might be acceptable.  Currently we thought the 

government was extending the gap between the rich and the poor and 

cheerfully grinding the faces of the latter.  But these cabinet ministers are so 

young, so little experienced in anything but politics.  None of them was even a 

striking speaker.  

Perhaps the Kibbutzim still quite popular in Israel come near to an ideal system.  

We wondered about a system where all was done by barter but thought that 

was possible only where there was a small and primitive community.  And didn’t 

exchanging services develop into using valuable minerals as an exchange 

vehicle?  

The acquisition of personal wealth goes back a pretty long way, we said. Look at 

the level of treasure buried with presumably leading people from even a 

prehistoric time.  Possibly capitalism is ingrained – reflecting human nature. 

Unsurprisingly we thought we might talk in April about whether human nature 

can be changed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Westgate Forum 
An informal discussion group which meets monthly in the Chapel Vestry 
to discuss a topic chosen by the group. The next meeting will be on 3rd 
April at 10.30am, and will discuss whether human nature can be 
changed. Everyone is most welcome! 
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What are the children up to? 

The first weekend in March was Joshua’s first time at Junior Weekend without 

‘the girls’. He was still singing songs that had been learned some time after – so 

we can assume he enjoyed himself! Lauren, Zoe and Saskia have now graduated 

to ‘Inter Weekend’. No adult leader from Chapel stays with them but instead 

they are looked after by a group of very able leaders from around the country. 

Saskia was unable to attend the first weekend in March but Lauren and Zoe 

declared it a great success. There was much more ‘Unitarian’ content with a 

nightly epilogue. Best of all, they shared the Nightingale Centre with the 

‘Seniors’ – so got to spend the weekend in the company of a lovely bunch of 

role models. Hopefully more from the children themselves next time! 

 
Ned’s Latest Fundraising 

Ned is taking part in ‘Nightrider’ – a 100km cycle ride around central London 

starting at midnight. He’s doing this crazy thing to raise money for a wonderful 

charity – Practical Action. You can sponsor him at 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/NedPrideaux. Or see him at Chapel! 

 
The Engagement Group  

An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is 

organised by Mel and Steve. The group meets regularly, choosing a different 

location and theme for each meeting, but actively engaging with one another 

following engagement group principles (see website: 

http://www.unitarianengagementgroups.org.uk/).  

We explore and discuss spiritual themes, and the beliefs and attitudes which 

shape our lives. Newcomers are welcome, and should contact Steve 

(boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel (melpx@hotmail.com), either at Chapel or by 

email.  

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/NedPrideaux
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Groan along with Bill Humphreys... 

Once a chap decided that he could do with a bit company at home. So he went 
to the pet store and told the owner that he wanted to buy an unusual pet. After 
some discussion, he finally bought a talking centipede, which came in a little 
white box to use for his house. He took the box back home, found a good spot 
for it, and decided he would start off by taking his new pet to church with him. 
 
So he asked the centipede in the box, "Would you like to go to church with me 
today? We will have a good time." 
 
But there was no answer from his new pet. This bothered him a bit, but he 
waited a few minutes and then asked again, "How about going to church with 
me to meet some lovely people?" 
 

But again, there was no answer from his new friend and pet. So he waited a few 
minutes more, thinking about the situation. The guy decided to invite the 
centipede one last time. This time he put his face up against the centipede's 
house and shouted,  "Hey, in there! Would you like to go to church with me and 
learn about God?"  
This time, a little voice came out of the box,  

 

"I heard you the first time! I'm putting my shoes on!" 
 

The Unitarian path is a liberal religious movement rooted in the Jewish and 
Christian traditions but open to insights from world faiths, reason  and science, 
and with a spectrum extending from liberal Christianity  through to religious 
humanism. (From The Unitarian Path by Andrew Hill.)  

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, WF1 4AH  
Pulpit Supply Tel 01924-372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Editor Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, Sandal, WF2 7LN melpx@hotmail.com 


