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“Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it 
happened.” – Dr. Seuss 

 



 

 

Services at Westgate  
Sunday 5th April (10.30am) - Stephen Carlile 

Sunday 12th April (3pm) - The Reverend Bill Darlison 
Sunday 19th April (3pm) - Anthony Dawson 

Sunday 26th April (3pm) - Caroline Blair 
Tuesday 28th April (7pm) - Sally Fairweather 

Our thanks as always to our welcomers.  It's so important to have someone there to 

greet members, friends and visitors, and the contribution is not unnoticed. 

 

Our covergirl is none other than Phyllis Lockwood, who died recently 

aged 106!  She was a lifelong attendee, and greatly loved by members 

and friends.  Many of us attended her funeral, led by Bill, and with a 

wonderful eulogy by her nephew, John Lockwood.  A fitting farewell. 

Wakefield Interfaith Group 

The February meeting of Wakefield Interfaith Group was entitled Artefacts of Faith with 

an open invitation to anyone who would like to bring something that helps them focus 

on worship.   

Bearing in mind that we had no idea how many people would contribute nor what 

number and type of artefacts would be presented, the evening progressed extremely 

well. Eleven people took part and the table in the centre of the Quaker worship room 

was just the right size for the display.   

The items shown were all very personal and came from nine traditions: Anglicans, 

Baha’i, Brahma Kumari, Church of the Latter Day Saints, Pagans, Quaker, Roman 

Catholic, Unitarian and United Reformed Church. Some preferred to make a verbal 

contribution rather than take anything along while others put several items on display - 

as well as talking about them; yet others were happy to look and listen.  



Pat Howard took her Unitarian badge - the smallest item on the table - and, as well as 

saying a little about the wide scope of Unitarian thinking and belief, described the 

lighting of the chalice flame at the start of each service. 

After the ‘show and talk’ session we went downstairs to the social area of the Meeting 

House for bring and share refreshments. Again, considering that we had no idea who 

would bring what there was a wonderful selection of savoury and sweet food. We also 

had the opportunity to chat with each other about the items, traditions, beliefs and 

anything else.  

Cynthia Dickinson 

  

Westgate Forum- Three Parent Babies 

Three-parent babies are human offspring with three genetic parents, created 

through a specialized form of in vitro fertilization involving cytoplasmic 

transfer in which the future baby's mitochondrial DNA comes from a third 

party. The procedure is intended to prevent mitochondrial diseases including 

diabetes mellitus and deafness and some heart and liver conditions. It is the 

subject of considerable controversy in the field of bioethics. The procedure is 

not currently approved for general use in any country aside from the United 

Kingdom, which legalised it in February 2015. Despite the promising 

outcomes of the two techniques, pronuclear transfer and spindle transfer, 

mitochondrial gene replacement raises ethical and social concerns. 

According to Darnovsky, an executive director of the Centre for Genetics and 

Society, the technique procedures would involve modification of the 



germline, and modifications would pass on to subsequent generations. Using 

human embryos in vitro research are controversial because embryos are 

created specifically for research and the financial compensation of egg 

donors. 

Implications for identity is another ethical concern that has psychological and 

emotional impacts on a child's life regarding of a person's sense of identity. It 

debates whether the genetic make-up of children born as a result of 

mitochondrial replacement affect their emotional well-being when they are 

aware that they are different from other healthy children conceived from 

two parents. Safety and efficacy of mitochondrial DNA replacement are still 

unanswered. 

Opponents argue that scientists are "playing God" and that children with 

three genetic parents may suffer both psychological and physical damage. 

These critics include Alison Cook of Great Britain's Human Fertilisation and 

Embryology Authority, who argues that bans were "written to protect the 

welfare of the embryo and the child." 

On the other hand, New York University researcher James Grifo, a critic of the 

American ban, has argued that society "would never have made the advances 

in treating infertility that we have if these bans had been imposed 10 years" 

earlier. This was the focus of the March Westgate Forum. 

We felt that this could be a good thing, in preventing children born with 

genetic illnesses, and would give the child a normal life free from this disease, 

which the meeting felt would cost the NHS less. Doctors and researchers 

have been “playing God” ever since man had the chance to heal the sick, and 

this was just another advance in technology, which some would oppose as it 

was new and untested. Antibiotics and cancer drugs were new and untested, 

yet have helped countless millions, so new does not always mean bad. If by 

“Playing God”, assuming some suprantaural being did indeed create the 

entire cosmos, we can cure cancer then that has to be good for mankind? 

Surely if we are all created by a God and have free will and intelligence, 

therefore in finding cures for these diseases actually allowing for the 



flowering of talents of those blessed 

with the knowledge and skills to make 

this happen? 

Of course the genetic engineering of 

children had a dark side. We were 

reminded of the work of Dr Mengele, 

the science of Eugenics and Social 

Darwinism, where by a new master 

race of humans could be genetically engineer to be stronger, fitter and more 

intelligent.  What of the gifts people with genetic deafness or blindness  bring 

to our understanding of what is it to be human? Would we, by creating 

children with no inherited deafness be ‘white washing’ from society what 

deaf people have achieved and still achieve such as Evelyn Glenny? Would 

her talent have not existed without her deafness? Further, would this 

treatment be available to all couples, or just to the rich and powerful? This of 

course feeds back to the problems of Eugenics and creating an underclass of 

disabled people because parents could not afford the treatment for the 

unborn child to be rid of mitochondrial diseases? Who would pay? Surely the 

NHS would, but how? 

 

 

"On Saturday 7th March I attended the Annual General Meeting of the

Unitarian Christian Association (UCA) at the historic Dean Row Chapel 

in Wilmslow, Cheshire. The day started with a traditional communion 

service at the Chapel. This was the first time I had attended such a 

service at any Unitarian church or chapel and perhaps we should have 

a regular communion service at Westgate Chapel for those of us who 

maintain a liberal Christian witness.  

 

After lunch the business of the AGM was conducted and was followed 
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by a short talk on 'We Limit Not the Truth of God' by the Reverend Dr 

Kirsty Thorpe, Minister of Wilmslow United Reformed Church and 

Moderator of the United Reformed Church (2010-2012). She spoke 

about liberal Christianity, its positive acceptance of the concept of 

progressive revelation and the need for liberal Christians to focus on 

'right practice' rather than signing up to sets of beliefs as a way of 

building community                                        

 

Chapel members may be interested to know that the UCA will be 

launching a new book, 'Our Christian Faith', at the forthcoming General 

Assembly in Birmingham. 

 

Chris Pilkington" 

 

Building Our Identity Religious Education Course
 

At the March meeting of Chapel Committee it was agreed to start 

running short religious education courses using material produced by 

the Unitarian General Assembly. The first course we will be putting on 

will be 'Building Our Identity' which is designed to increase 

understanding of the objects of the GeneralAssembly and build 

Unitarian identity. As such it may be of particular interest

to those new or relatively new to Unitarianism. 

 

The course is run over five sessions and the initial plan is to hold them 

over consecutive weekday or Sunday evenings and for the meetings to 

be held in the homes of members willing to host them. It is anticipated 

that the course will start in May. 

 

If any member or friend of the Chapel would like to join the course then 

please 

let Chris Pilkington know on 01226 700260 01226 700260

chris.pilkington@phonecoop.coop 
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Hucklow Open Day - Saturday 6th June 

 There will be an Open Day at the Nightingale Centre at Great Hucklow in 

on Saturday 6th June. The centre is owned by the Unitarian  denomination and the 

Open Day begins about 12 noon and will finish about 4pm. 

 There is no charge for attending but there will be plenty of stalls to tempt  visitors away 

from their money. In addition the 'Echos Choir' will be providing  some musical 

entertainment. Teas and refreshments will also be available. 

 If any Chapel members and friends are interested in attending the Open Day then 

please let Chris Pilkington know on 01226 700260 or at  

chris.pilkington@phonecoop.coop so that he can organise car sharing

Inters news!  

In March I went to the Inters weekend in Derbyshire.  The theme was 

stand for?  I saw some friends from Junior weekend who had moved up, so it was 

good to meet up again. I shared a room with Aiden, who I became good friends with, it 

was his first time there. We walked into Eyam, and stopped at a shop to get something 

for over the weekend, then we took the bus back to the centre.  There were workshops 

and activities, as well as games and fun.  It was Mothering Sunday so there was a 

special service at church, and I was looking forward to getting home to see my own 

mum. 

I'm looking forward to the next one! 

Josh 
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team  Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to 

provide a confidential ear and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor 

(kate@airtime.co.uk).    

The Engagement Group The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, 

engaging with one another following engagement group principles. The group has 

been dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact Steve 

(boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel.   

 Our Safeguarding Policy is available in the Chapel Vestry, and the summary 

statement and poster on display on the entrance notice board. If you have any 

concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable adults please contact the 

safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. All contact information and procedures 

are in the policy document.    

Fire Evacuation Safeguarding Procedure A chapel fire procedure is available on the 

notice board. Fire Officer is Paul Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any 

queries or concerns.     

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was established in 1662 and 

became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth century. It has taken a leading part in the 

economic, social, educational, political - and spiritual - development of Wakefield and 

its vicinity.   

Temporary Editor, Stephen Carlile, 182 Wakefield Road Pontefract WF8 4HE. 

07951063828. boudicca7@talktalk.net  Any copy for the next edition gratefully 

received. 

 


