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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 
and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the 
economic, social, educational, political - 
and spiritual - development of Wakefield 
and its vicinity. 

Now, a prayer by Cliff Reed 

You are the eternal, the timeless.  
You would have us dance and sing in celebration of the present moment, 
but we can't see your smile or hear your song.  
But how will we find you if we don't look where you are?  
We search the past - through its dusty libraries, its darkened ruins, its 
bloodsoaked battlefields, but you are not there. We find only idols - and 
people bowing down to them. Of you there is but a whisper - "Why do 
you seek the living among the dead?"  
We search the future, straining our eyes to find you. But we see nothing - 
only our own mirages and maybes reflected back on fearful, hopeful 
faces. And we hear a whisper - "Do not be anxious about tomorrow; 
tomorrow will look after itself."  
You are now - in us, with us: the present is your dwelling place.  
Call us out from bondage, touch us with eternity; free us from the drag of 
the past, the pull of the future. May we know you, love you, serve you - 
not yesterday, not tomorrow - but now, in this timeless moment.   Amen. 
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Sunday Services in August 
 
5th August : The first service of the month is intergenerational worship 
at 10.30am and will be taken by Stephen Carlile 
 
The rest of the services for the month will be at 3pm: 

12th August: Bill Darlison (on the Great Ejection 1662) 

19th August: David Arthur 

26th August: Anthony Dawson 

 
Welcoming Rota 
Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel welcome at 
our services. As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day 
indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
5th August: Pat Howard  
12th August: Nancy Denison 
19th August: Ralph Denby 
26th August: John Goodchild 
 
Flowers 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 
arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know!  
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Events at the Chapel 

Thursday 9 August at 7pm     Talk by John Goodchild 
The Great Ejection of 1662 and the beginning of organised 
Nonconformity 
 

Saturday  11 August 2.30pm   
Renewal of the partnership vows of Anita Jean-Farrar and Lorraine 
Tolson for a service of blessing for their ten-year partnership 
 

Tuesday 4 September  7pm  The Westgate Forum 
Robert Ince, from Fulwood Old Chapel, Sheffield, will open a 
discussion on Assisted Suicide in the Chapel Vestry. Robert 
proposed the motion at the 2012 Unitarian General Assembly 
proposing support for a bill to authorise assisted suicide. Following 
extensive debate it was decided to postpone any decision until 
there had been further discussion within the wider Movement. This 
is an important discussion – it is hoped we can have a really good 
attendance for this forum. 
 

‘Our Forefather’s Faith...’ 
The Wakefield Kinsman (the newsletter of the Wakefield and District 
Family History Society) carried in its May 2012 issues two items related 
to the Chapel – one concerning the wife of one of our ministers. The 
other related to coverage in the Wakefield Express of the Revd. 
Goodwyn Barmby who, in 1859, ‘called on the Unitarian church to 
extend its missions in India’ following the 1857 rebellion. Although we 
might raise our eyebrows at some of the phrasing, the intention of the 
sermon was against the ongoing violence and bloodshed. It would be 
fascinating to know how such preaching was received locally – and 
indeed in India! Just imagine anything we preached in Westgate Chapel 
being considered so significant as to warrant coverage in the current 
Wakefield Express... 
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A ‘nearly-summer’ Barbeque 

A jolly group enjoyed a barbeque at Stephen Carlile’s house on July 

14th. The rain held off until we were leaving – and we ate lots and lots 

(as is traditional at any Chapel social event). Lauren and Josh drenched 

one another with water pistols, and several of us played ‘stick the 

flame on the chalice’. It was a lovely afternoon in lovely company! 

Thank you so much to Stephen for hosting the gathering, and to 

everyone for bringing such a wonderful spread. 

 

Kindle Version of The Unitarians: A Short History 

Blackstone Editions has now released a Kindle Edition of Len Smith’s 
book, The Unitarians: A Short History. It can be purchased from the 
Kindle Store at any Amazon website, where there is also an 
opportunity to take a “look inside”.  

The eBook format makes the work more readily available in Great 
Britain as well as internationally, for only £4.91. It can be read on a 
Kindle reader, an iPad, or by using a free Kindle program downloaded 
to a personal computer. The illustrations may be enlarged using the 
cursor and zoom facility. 
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Shaping the Future: The July Westgate Forum 

Kate Taylor 

At the Forum on 3 July, we discussed the Hibbert Trust report on the 

‘Future of Unitarianism and Liberal Religion’. In considering the 

possibilities of growth, we discussed what there is that remains 

distinctive about the Unitarian ‘offer’ and what (if anything) we have in 

common in terms of religious belief. In the case of the former we 

identified Unitarianism as an attitude of mind. In the case of the latter, 

we share an acceptance that there is something – but we cannot 

identify what – that we would call ‘divine’ and a recognition that there 

is ‘something of the divine’ in all people. How would newcomers to 

Westgate Chapel discern our nature? We thought it was difficult to 

construct services and a liturgy when we have no certainties. We tend 

not to offer much spirituality. It might be necessary to persist in 

attending a good number of services (normally led by a changing string 

of lay preachers, with the occasional minister) before anyone gained 

any meaningful understanding. Perhaps we needed an ‘evangelist’ to 

explain what we are about. We do, of course, have key leaflets such as 

‘A Faith Worth Thinking About’ and ‘Your First Time at a Unitarian 

Service’ on display.  

Newcomers are immediately impressed by our building. But they have 

no idea what it stands for. For some of us it remains a very significant 

element in our adherence. Insofar as outsiders seek us out for 

weddings, blessing, and funerals, there are two things which draw 

them. The building is one. The other is our readiness to provide rites 

for those excluded from other denominations – whether gay, or 

divorced – and willingnesss to devise personalised services. In fact we 
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thought that perhaps the offer of Rites of Passage was our market 

leader.  

We talked about bringing outsiders into the building for the talks we 

sometimes host. These have never, we realised, brought us new 

members or even inquirers. But at least the talks reflect Unitarian 

values implicitly and serve to make the building better known.  

We talked about the Hibbert recommendations in regard to Social 

Action. Some of us felt that any social campaigning that we do is 

independent of the Unitarian community. Moreover, we don’t even 

have time to participate in any further action even if the Chapel were 

to devise it. Our batteries are charged by our attendance at the Chapel 

but insofaras we then fire on all cylinders, it is as individuals, not as a 

chapel community. We recognised that the General Assembly engages 

on our behalf in such current issues as the legalisation of marriage 

between couples of the same sex. The question of Assisted Suicide may 

become a campaign-issue for the GA. We wished it would make its 

activities better known amongst the wider Movement.  (Here the 

Hibbert report makes some vital points about communication.) We 

also recognised the work of congregations elsewhere in supporting Gay 

Pride events. (We neglected to recognise the terrific work being done 

at Oldham in regard to Asylum seekers.)  

As a Movement, we felt that we gave too much thought to 

organisation and too little to spirituality. We also felt that the General 

Assembly needs to be very much more active in communicating what it 

does and what its constituent committees achieve for us. 
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's new pastoral team, Anthony Dawson, Nancy 

Denison, and Kate Taylor, are willing individually to provide a 

confidential ear if anyone feels the need of this. They are also happy to 

visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 
 

The Engagement Group 

An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is 

organised by Mel and Steve. The group chooses a different location 

and theme for each meeting, actively engaging with one another 

following engagement group principles. We explore and discuss 

spiritual themes, and the beliefs and attitudes which shape our lives. 

The group has been dormant for a while, so if you are interested please 

do get in touch. Newcomers are welcome, and should contact Steve 

(boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel (melpx@hotmail.com). 
 

Safeguarding 

The Chapel Committee recently approved a new policy on how we will 

deal with concerns about, or allegations of, abuse of children and 

vulnerable adults. The policy needs some additional work, and 

processes and documentation need to be put in place. While 

developments continue please contact the Safeguarding Officer, Mel 

Prideaux (01924 781020 or by email) with concerns and/or questions. 

 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk
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Groan along with Bill Humphreys... 

A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired of his father as 
to when they could discuss his use of the car. His father said he'd make a 
deal with his son: "You bring your grades up from a C to a B average, study 
your Bible a little, and get your hair cut. Then we'll talk about the car."  
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for the 
offer, and they agreed on it. After about six weeks his father said, "Son, 
you've brought your grades up and I've observed that you have been 
studying your Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't had your hair cut."  
The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've 
noticed in my studies of the Bible that Samson had long hair, John the 
Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair, and there's even strong 
evidence that Jesus had long hair."  
Dad replied:  
"Did you also notice they all walked everywhere they went?"  

 

The Unitarian path is a liberal religious movement rooted in the Jewish 
and Christian traditions but open to insights from world faiths, reason  
and science, and with a spectrum extending from liberal Christianity  

through to religious humanism. 
(From The Unitarian Path by Andrew Hill.) 

 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, WF1 4AH  
Pulpit Supply Tel 01924-372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Editor Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, Sandal, WF2 7LN melpx@hotmail.com 


