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THE WAKEFIELD UNITARIAN 
The Newsletter of Westgate Chapel, Wakefield 

www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 
and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the 
economic, social, educational, political - 
and spiritual - development of Wakefield 
and its vicinity. 

 

Listen! Listen to what others have to say. 

There is wisdom in all you meet. 

Listen to the sounds of nature. 

It speaks and sings and makes music 

For those who pay attention. 

Listen! Listen to the impulses of your spirit. 

Take time to hear your inner yearnings, 

That still, small voice drowned in the raucous shout. 

Listen! This is a noisy world. 

Perhaps, this year, we will listen. 

Richard S. Gilbert 
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The Wakefield Unitarian 
Kate Taylor has relinquished, for a time at least, the editorship of the 
Wakefield Unitarian to me (Mel Prideaux). Kate has been editing the 
Newsletter for many years (anyone know how long?!).  I’m sure 
everyone will agree she has done a marvellous job of providing a 
regular, well written, well produced and interesting newsletter. 
Hopefully, that will stay the same!  As always, a newsletter is only good 
as the contributions it receives, so please do hand on material to me. 
As a newsletter most items will be short, and news-orientated, with 
one or two longer pieces each month.  
 
Services in January 
First service of the month is at 10.30, all other services at 3pm 
 

1 January: Stephen Carlile 
8 January: David Arthur 
15 January: Anthony Dawson 
22 January: Rev. Dr Ann Peart (see article p. 7) 
29 January: Kate Taylor 
 
Welcoming Rota 
 

Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel welcome at our 
services. As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day indicated, 
you are asked to arrange an exchange.  

1 January: John Goodchild 
8 January: Nancy Denison 
15 January: Ralph Denby 
22 January: Pat Howard 
29 January: John Goodchild 
 
Flowers 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 
arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know! 
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Satisfying a spiritual hunger – the December Forum 

A Report from Kate Taylor 

We were not clear, when we discussed the nature of spiritual hunger, 

whether there was a need, a yearning, that sought fulfilment, or 

whether there was simply a belief in something transcendent.  

We wondered whether, if we have a longing for food for the spirit, it is 

innate or a cultural construct, and whether it is something quite 

independent of any religious denomination or faith.  

It was easier to talk about spiritual food than the hunger itself. 

Nourishment might come from poetry, or music, or standing in a great 

gothic cathedral. For one of us at least, simply entering Westgate 

Chapel provided spiritual satisfaction.  For some art met a spiritual 

need. Van Gogh’s sunflowers were cited. Holman Hunt’s Light of the 

World might once have done so but it had been seen too often to meet 

any need we had. Occasionally an item on ‘Songs of Praise’ brought an 

emotional response. (We did not begin to tease out whether touching 

the heart was the same as touching the spirit.) Wordsworth found 

spiritual solace in the natural world, whether in recollections of the 

sight of dancing daffodils or in a ‘sense sublime of something far more 

deeply interfused’, but possibly he was wrong about finding there ‘a 

spirit that impels all thinking things, all objects of all thought, and rolls 

through all things’.  Yet some things in the natural world evoked our 

love and a desire to reach out: some of us would happily hug trees or 

tell our house-plants how much they are appreciated. Pagans find 

spiritual food in nature.  

We talked more generally about the romantic poets concept of the 

sublime, to be found in massive and daunting mountains or in the 
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inspirational and intimidating force of especially powerful music, like 

Beethoven’s symphonies or passages from Handel’s Messiah. We 

agreed on the importance to us of some hymns, especially where 

words and music together offer inspiration or comfort.  

Did ministers ever offer nourishment for the spirit?  We were curious 

about what led people to enter the ministry. Was it ambition, a desire 

for self-aggrandisement and a title? Did they share that sense of self-

giving and caring that is so often to be found in the nursing profession?  

And what had they to give? There were some who had reached out to 

our spiritual hunger,  but it had been only rare individuals. We noted 

the evangelical zest of John Wesley and his desire to bring people to 

God through Jesus. Do those who stand for Parliament feel any sense 

of vocation in a desire to promote a better world, or are they merely 

career politicians? So often, it was said, they exemplified the adage 

about power corrupting. The world of government being so very 

distinct from any spiritual plane led us to recognise that any spiritual 

hunger we may have is only one aspect of our experience in a world 

which is essentially preoccupied with the material and commonplace.  

We ended by agreeing that spiritual hunger can make one restless.  

How it is fed is a matter of individual experience.  

 
   

The Westgate Forum 

An informal discussion group which meets monthly in the 

Chapel Vestry to discuss a topic chosen by the group. The next 

meeting will be on January 3rd, at 10.30am, and will be on 

‘Facing the Cuts’. Everyone is most welcome! 
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The World Aids Day Service 
 
A Report from Stephen Carlile 
 
I'm pleased that for the years I have been attending Westgate Chapel 

there has always been a special service for World AIDS Day. It's a 

problem trying to do the same thing in a different way every year, and 

very different to make it relevant to the children, since it always falls 

on 'their' service day! Some might remember that when I first attended 

chapel I was the chairman of an HIV support group based in Castleford. 

A number of our clients received care from Begin, the charity based at 

Wakefield, so I thought it would be good to involve them in our service 

this year. I popped along to meet them, and to tell them something 

about us. I got a look around their new property where they spend a 

lot of time looking after the needs of young people, HIV+ people, and 

there seems to be lots of work with the African community at the 

minute. They try to educate the community, and work at breaking 

down barriers which cause problems for our more isolated members of 

society. It was particularly good to make links that will hopefully enable 

our community to support those in the Wakefield area with spiritual 

needs, as well as growing ourselves! 
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Pastoral Care  
The Chapel Committee decided in principle in November to establish a 
small group which would seek to meet the pastoral-care needs of those 
associated with the Chapel. Such a group would determine its own 
policy. It might well respond to situations such as that described above 
as well as to the more typical events such as sickness and 
bereavement. Anyone who feels he/she could contribute to this work 
is asked to let Kate know before the Committee meets again on 10 
January. 

The Engagement Group  
An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is 
organised by Mel and Steve. The group meets regularly, choosing a 
different location and theme for each meeting, but actively engaging 
with one another following engagement group principles (see website: 
http://www.unitarianengagementgroups.org.uk/).  
We explore and discuss spiritual themes, and the beliefs and attitudes  
which shape our lives. Newcomers are welcome, and should contact 
Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel (melpx@hotmail.com), either at 
Chapel or by email.  
 
The Pastor and the Imam Monday 20th January 6pm 
Join with Wakefield Interfaith Group for a film from Africa, in Treacy 
Hall next to Wakefield Cathedral. Everyone welcome …. Admission 
free. 
 

Yorkshire Unitarian Lay Preachers Association 
Self help workshop on ‘Approaches to Easter’. What does Easter mean 
to Unitarians? Is it just another bank holiday at the approach to Spring? 
Please bring along your thoughts and ideas.  
Hull Unitarian Church on January 21, 10.30 for 11 am start, finishing at 
12-30 pm followed Yorkshire Unitarian Union quarterly meeting. 

If you take, or wish to take services the YULPA meetings are invaluable! 
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The Presidential Visit 

Our service on January 29th will be led by the 
Reverend Dr Ann Peart, a distinguished 
Unitarian scholar and leading woman minister, 
and president of the General Assembly of 
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches. Now 
living in retirement in Didsbury, Ann was the 
Principal of Unitarian College, Manchester, and 
has held a number of ministerial positions.  

Ann's focus for the year is on the art and 
discipline of embodying Unitarian values in the way we live in 
communities. She will encourage reflection on what religious/spiritual 
practices and disciplines enable people to embody Unitarian values, 
and honour that of God/supreme worth in each person and in the 
wider world. 

Openly lesbian, Dr Peart was a member of the Sexual Orientation 
Equality Group which produced a programme to educate the Unitarian 
community about sexuality.  

Ann has been strongly influenced by second-wave feminism. She has 
been a member of a variety of feminist groups including the St Hilda 
Community (the group which supported women priests). In the 1990s 
she was the chair of Women in Theology. She was a founder member 
of the Unitarian Women's Group. Her doctoral thesis was on the 
history of Unitarian women and the place of women in the Unitarian 
movement. She has served as President of the Women's League. 

Of Unitarianism Dr Peart says 'One of the things about Unitarianism 
that I value is that it has nurtured me through a variety of religious 
phases; liberal Christian, humanist, and then influenced by the writings 
of Don Cupitt, a 'non-realist' use of God language, then feminist 
awareness and social justice issues. It always challenges me to follow 
insights and opinions from a variety of sources.' 
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New Drop-in for Asylum Seekers & Refugees 
Quaker Meeting House Thornhill Street, Wednesdays 10am – 12noon.  
Coordinated by Wakefield District City of Sanctuary.  
Various agencies present and a mixture of sociable and educational 
activities, plus an opportunity to practice English conversation and 
writing, meet people and make new friends. 
 
The Home Heat Helpline has revealed that one in ten UK households 
are entitled to some form of assistance with their fuel bills. But many 
people don’t know what help is available. That help is worth an 
average of £250 for each household. In total 3.5 million households in 
the UK could benefit from using the Home Heat Helpline to claim 
support. The Home Heat Helpline has launched a campaign to raise 
awareness of its free service - 0800 33 66 99, that provides 
independent advice to people on low incomes on how to get help with 
their gas and electricity bills, including grants for insulation and new 
boilers, discount or rebate schemes, and other help with keeping 
warm. You can also access the service online by visiting 
www.homeheathelpline.org.uk. 

The Unitarian path is a liberal religious movement rooted in the 
Jewish and Christian traditions but open to insights from world faiths, 
reason  and science, and with a spectrum extending from liberal 
Christianity  through to religious humanism. (From The Unitarian Path by 
Andrew Hill.)  
 
Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, WF1 4AH  
Pulpit Supply Tel 01924-372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Editor Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, Sandal, WF2 7LN melpx@hotmail.com 

http://www.homeheathelpline.org.uk/

