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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 
and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the 
economic, social, educational, political - 
and spiritual - development of Wakefield 
and its vicinity. 

 

Listen! Listen to what others have to say. 

There is wisdom in all you meet. 

Listen to the sounds of nature. 

It speaks and sings and makes music 

For those who pay attention. 

Listen! Listen to the impulses of your spirit. 

Take time to hear your inner yearnings, 

That still, small voice drowned in the raucous shout. 

Listen! This is a noisy world. 

Perhaps, this year, we will listen. 

Richard S. Gilbert 

 

http://www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/
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Services in January 
First service of the month is at 10.30, all other services at 3pm 
 
6th January: Stephen Carlile 
13th January: Reverend Bill Darlison 
20th January: Sally Fairweather 
27th January: John Goodchild - leading an afternoon of singing hymns! 

 
Welcoming Rota 
 

Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel welcome at our 
services. As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day indicated, 
you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
 

6th January: Ralph Denby 
13th January: Nancy Denison 
20th January: Pat Howard 
27th January: Kate Taylor 

 
Flowers 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 
arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know! 
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Our Christmas Celebrations and Gifts 

Thanks to Stephen and Joshua our chapel was ably decorated with our 

now standard two trees, one of them decorated with red ribbons 

following our World Aids Day service. Our Carol Service was, as usual, a 

well attended event with the children taking a full part in providing 

music and readings. As well as our ‘Christmas card’ collection for Send 

a Child to Hucklow we also had a retiring collection for a local hospice. 

Members and friends of Chapel donated dozens of presents for asylum 

seekers currently staying at Angel Lodge, many of them with nothing 

more than the clothes they are wearing. The collection was organised 

by the Halo Project at Wakefield Cathedral (for which our own Pat 

Howard is a volunteer) and I was asked to pass on their very great 

thanks to everyone at Chapel. We may be small in number, but we are 

huge in generosity! 

The Art Walks 

The Chapel will again be taking an active part in the bi-monthly Art 

Walks in Wakefield, which see many people visit the Chapel and 

appreciate the building for the first time. Kate already has two or three 

possible exhibitors lined up. Any other ideas or contacts do let her 

know (kate@airtime.co.uk). And please do volunteer to greet visitors 

on the evening! 

GA Executive Committee Elections 

Our national organisation (the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 

Christian Churches) recently held elections for positions on the 

Executive Committee in which all our members were able to vote. The 

five successful candidates were: James Barry, Joan Cook, Robert Ince, 

Louise Richards and Jacqueline Woodman .  

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk
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Why Wakefield needs our green oasis... 

Pat Howard reports that on 9th December a large dead bird was found 

by the Chapel notice board on Westgate. With help from Amanda, 

including a visit to the RSPB, further investigation revealed that the 

bird was a female sparrowhawk who had died of starvation. 

Presumably she was attracted to the vicinity by the small birds dining 

in our garden? 

Sparrowhawks are relatively common birds of prey, not infrequently 

found in urban areas. Without little oases of green, like the garden so 

carefully tended by Chapel members, the city centre would be a bleak 

place for wildlife as well as humans. What a shame there was not 

enough food for our sparrowhawk. 

You can find out more about sparrowhawks on the RSPB website: 

http://www.rspb.org.uk 

 

 

Photograph of a female sparrowhawk by Sylvia Duckworth, taken from the Wikimedia Commons website 

and available for use under a creative commons licence 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/09/Female_sparrowhawk_-_geograph.org.uk_-_937444.jpg
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How should we treat the natural world? 

The December Westgate Forum: a report from Kate Taylor 

This was a wide topic and widely did we range! Essentially we recognised 

that on the one hand we have exploited the natural world and on the other 

that we can be at its mercy. Over centuries we have tamed some wild 

animals, camels, dogs, elephants, and horses came to mind at once, and we 

can restrict the freedom of others, but we can never tame the sea or the 

weather.   

We thought we should respect nature and its plants and creatures and not 

perhaps simply exploit them for our amusement. One of us found quite 

abhorrent the current manipulating the environment of pandas at 

Edinburgh Zoo to encourage them to mate. But it seemed to us that dogs 

rather enjoyed their lives with us and would not choose a more 

independent existence. We had reservations, however, about dogs being 

kept just as status symbols, whether they were the Rottweiler’s of young 

men or the poodles, lavished with diamond collars, of well-maintained 

women. Or the Queen’s corgis?  

Currently there are experiments to re-introduce some birds of prey and 

some animals, like beavers, to areas from which they have long been 

absent. There are also efforts to restore natural heathland or to recreate 

forests. We wondered whether such attempts to put the clock back were 

right. We are all ultimately determined by evolution (and of course by 

planning decisions!) We recognised that we cannot restore the flood plains 

but we could at least condemn the folly of continuing to build on them.  

We talked of how we try to defeat nature in building new storage tanks, or 

creating new lakes, to hold flood water. And we talked of how farmers are 

finding new ways of treating waterlogged soil so that crops can still be 

sown, or of how genetic science can modify plants to enable them to thrive 

in adverse conditions. Manipulating nature again, of course. The fungus 
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which is devastating ash trees is not manmade. It has evolved but we may 

be able to breed a new ash which is resistant to it.  

The cliffs at Whitby are being eroded by rains and as we talked there was a 

row of houses there being demolished to avoid their falling and causing 

further damage. Perhaps it had been foolish to build them. But then it 

occurred to us that they had served people for 150 years and perhaps that 

was pretty good going.  

Taking pleasure in the natural world, and especially the landscape, is a 

comparatively recent cultural development – late eighteenth century, 

perhaps. We recalled the near obligatory Sunday afternoon walks of our 

childhood. We noted the creation of public parks, with artificial 

landscaping, to meet health needs. We also noted the creation of excellent 

country parks, such as that at Walton, which has made splendid use of a 

colliery site. We applauded the, however modest, attempts to create new 

forests. We thought ourselves in Wakefield fortunate in still having some 

historic commons, like those at Heath, Warmfield, and Sharlston. But we 

had reservations about the projected open-cast coalmining near Warmfield 

which will mean the destruction of a pleasant country lane and may leave 

in its wake land that is boggy and resistant to use. 

In sum, we seemed to think that history had given us a right to exploit the 

natural world but that as its caretakers we should show more respect than 

silliness.  

 

 
  

The Westgate Forum 

An informal discussion group which meets monthly in the 

Chapel Vestry to discuss a topic chosen by the group. There will 

be no Forum in January. The February forum will discuss 

whether it is now time for the Church of England to be 

disestablished. More in the next edition of the Wakefield 

Unitarian. 
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YORKSHIRE UNITARIAN UNION 

 

meet for a full day of activities at LEEDS 

(Mill Hill) 

 

on SATURDAY JANUARY 19
th
 2013 

 

 

10.30  Tea/coffee before the YUU Lay Worship Leaders (Lay 

Preachers) session at 11.00. This will be led by Rev. Alex 

Bradley (Principal of Unitarian College, Manchester) 

12.30  Lunch – bring a sandwich, drinks provided 

After lunch we welcome to the YUU  

Lis Dyson-Jones, the GA President for 2012-2013. 

She will at… 

1.30  conduct Opening Devotions 

1.45  lead a session exploring the theme  of ‘journeys’ 

3.00 YUU Quarterly Meeting  

4.00  Tea and chat…before departures 

Everyone is welcome to all or any part of the day’s 

programme. Easy access from Leeds railway 

station. 
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's new pastoral team are willing individually to 

provide a confidential ear if anyone feels the need of this. They are also 

happy to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 

 

The Engagement Group 

An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is 

organised by Mel and Steve. The group chooses a different location and 

theme for each meeting, actively engaging with one another following 

engagement group principles. We explore and discuss spiritual themes, and 

the beliefs and attitudes which shape our lives. The group has been 

dormant for a while, so if you are interested please do get in touch. 

Newcomers are welcome, and should contact Steve 

(boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel (melpx@hotmail.com). 

 

Safeguarding 

In 2012 the Chapel Committee approved a new policy on how we will deal 

with concerns about, or allegations of, abuse of children and vulnerable 

adults. We await General Assembly approval of the national policy before 

further work and completion of our local policy. While developments 

continue please contact the Safeguarding Officer, Mel Prideaux (01924 

781020 or by email) with concerns and/or questions. 

 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, WF1 4AH  
Pulpit Supply Tel 01924-372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Editor Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, Sandal, WF2 7LN melpx@hotmail.com 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

