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June 2014 

 

  ‘I believe in aristocracy… not an aristocracy of 

power, based upon rank and influence, but an 

aristocracy of the sensitive, the considerate and 

the plucky. Its members are to be found in all 

nations and classes, and all through the ages, 

and there is a secret understanding between 

them when they meet. They represent the true 

human tradition, the one permanent victory 

…over cruelty and chaos… The reader may as 

well consider whether this is the type of person 

he would like to meet and to be…’ 

EM Forster, from ‘What I Believe,’ 1938, later published in ‘Two 

Cheers for Democracy, 1951 p. 81) 

http://www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/
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Gathering for Worship in June 

Sunday 1st June  10.30am  Stephen Carlile 

Sunday 8th June  3pm   Revd. Bill Darlison 

Sunday 15th June 3pm   Anthony Dawson 

Sunday 22nd June 3pm   Revd. Tom McCready 

Tuesday 24th June 7pm   Stephen Carlile 

Sunday 29th June 3pm   John Goodchild 

Sunday Welcoming Rota 
Please arrange an exchange if you are unable to act as welcomer 

Sunday 1st June:  Bill Humphreys 

Sunday 8th June:  Liz Kitson  

Sunday 15th June: Pat Howard 

Sunday 22nd June: Chris Pilkington 

Sunday 29th June: Ralph Denby 

 

 

Chapel News and Notices 

The Westgate Forum meets at 10.30am on Tuesday 3rd June in the Vestry.  In his 
anniversary sermon at this year’s General Assembly, the Reverend David Usher, 
referred to the ‘weary, outdated mantra of Freedom, Reason and Tolerance’ and 
suggested that Unitarians need a new set of values: Personal Authenticity, 
Religious Community, Social Agency’  Was he right?  The text of his address can be 
found in The Inquirer of 26th April.  
 
Book Launch: Letters from the Light Brigade by Anthony Dawson. Wednesday 2nd 
July 7.30pm at the Chapel.  Anthony’s new book, published by Pen and Sword, has 
already drawn considerable publicity. It is the fruit of very many hours of work 
trawling 19th Century newspapers for letters from men serving in the Crimean War. 
Do come to the launch. (You may learn why the press denigrated Unitarians when 
England allied itself with Turkey.) 
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The General Assembly, the Annual Meetings, and the GA Executive Committee 

Report of the May Forum from Kate Taylor 

We began with an account by Bill Humphreys of his experiences in attending this 

year’s General Assembly meetings which he had enjoyed, with some reservations. He 

has provided a written account for us all to read (see page 6) so there is no need to 

repeat it here. Suffice it to say that there was a great deal of talking, too many events 

running simultaneously, and little chance for light-hearted enjoyment but it was good 

to meet old friends and make new ones. Bill Darlison had been an excellent 

chairperson. Bill noted that the motion to elect the Reverend Dr Vernon Marshall as 

vice-president was defeated, 27 in favour and 138 against. Vernon, he said, had not 

deserved that. Questions were raised about the role of the Executive Committee in 

exercising a moral judgment on nominees. Did they look for perfection and disregard 

human nature?  

We talked about the General Assembly more broadly. What are its roles and does the 

Executive Committee ensure that they are fulfilled effectively?  It ensures that the 

annual meetings are organised. It provides some support for ministers via the 

Sustentation Fund and via the Pension Fund. Essex Hall is the focal point for inquirers 

about Unitarianism. It is expected to follow up the resolutions at the annual meetings 

pursuing them at a political level or wherever appropriate. How far it actually does 

this is unknown to us. Then the General Assembly is responsible for overseeing the 

Trusts of those chapels which are excepted charities. There was some real 

dissatisfaction within the YUU of its neglect where Trusts failed to submit annual 

accounts. We would have liked more immediate guidance and advice from the GA on, 

at present, the steps necessary to register chapels to conduct same-sex weddings 

and, in the longer term, on sources of grants for chapel repairs.  

Then we focused on the Executive Committee itself. It is, we understood, difficult to 

recruit members. We knew little of its doings except for the reports in The Inquirer 

which some of us regarded as pretty poor. We compared it with the General 

Assembly Council which it had replaced. The former body had been more democratic. 

Each district association was represented. Its meeting were open and were fully 

reported. We noted the seeming anomaly that the GA President has no place on the 

Executive Committee. Where is there a spokesperson for the Movement, we asked? 

In fact there is no one. Should it be the Chief Executive? The President? The Chair of 
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the Executive Committee? We realised that Unitarians tend to be so independent as 

to question the whole concept of anyone speaking for them. But the Movement loses 

out in lacking a public figure.  

Bill told us about the Annual Service and David Usher’s address. Are the Unitarian 

values of Freedom, Reason, and Tolerance outdated? This had been fully reported in 

The Inquirer and we will explore his points at our next Forum.  

 

Lauren and Ned Raise over £1000 for Prince of Wales Hospice, Pontefract 

http://www.justgiving.com/Ned-Prideaux 

 

On May 18th, the warmest day of the year so 

far, Lauren and Ned cycled 45 miles in the 

Prince of Wales Hospice Cyclothon, along 

with one of Ned’s former students. 

Sponsorship pledges are currently well 

over the £1000 mark, including 

significant amounts from Chapel 

members and friends. Lauren, at 13, 

was one of the youngest riders to 

complete the 45 mile route. 

 

    



5 
 

Report of the 2014 General Assembly Meetings, from our Delegate Bill 

Humphreys 

This Annual AGM was not only the first I had attended, it was also my first as 

Wakefield Chapel’s Delegate and as such, I needed guidance on what was expected of 

me. In her email to me a few days prior to my drive down to the venue where the 

meetings were to be held, Kate Taylor had said I would be expected to write a ‘meaty 

report’ for our chapel. Well, I’m not sure I can promise it will be meaty enough, or 

even vegetarian enough, but I do hope you will find it Unitarian enough to your 

tastes! 

Whittlebury Hall was a new venue for the GA. It lies close to Towcester and is approx. 

133 miles from Wakefield. It took some 2 hours 30 minutes to arrive at Whittlebury 

Hall by car. I travelled down with David Arthur as my front seat passenger, he being 

an associate member of the GA and was also attending the whole event. 

This venue is a 4 star rated hotel which apparently met with everyone’s approval and 

it was promptly decided to hold next year’s AGM there as well. All rooms were 

named after motor racetracks, lying close as they did to a famous circuit. These were: 

Brooklands Suite, Monza, Indianapolis, Melbourne and Priory. All being on the 

ground floor except Priory on the first floor. Although everyone had a room layout of 

the building, it was still time consuming to get to know the geography of the place, 

and I am thankful for the fact that I was far from being the only person who, on 

coming out of one’s room, didn’t know whether to turn left or right to get to the next 

meeting one had to go to. 

I had been told that it was not required of me to attend every meeting, but in actual 

fact it was impossible to do so anyway as the schedules were such that some items 

were ‘double booked’, sometimes even triple booked and one frequently had to 

choose which of 2 or 3 options one wished to attend.   

I soon became aware that a large proportion of those present were university 

graduates or of similar level and had a far better grasp of the subjects being discussed 

or debated than I and I fully admit to sometimes having either no interest whatsoever 

in the subject matter or getting quite lost in the discussions. That was the downside! 

The ‘upside’ was the meeting up with many old friends again and making a fair 

number of new ones. If only I could remember all their names! 
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An example of the former was meeting up with the Reverend Cliff Reed (now retired), 

whom I first met at an IRF Conference Centre in Rijswijk, near The Hague in Holland in 

the summer of 1963. This Centre had a large field at the rear, full of long grass, well 

overdue for a good mowing, and was called by the Dutch ‘Het Ruige Veld’ or ‘Rough 

Field’ in English. The Rev. Cliff struggled with the Dutch pronunciation and his version 

‘The Roogiefeld’ quickly became adopted by all irfers.  Cliff and his charming wife 

Paulette were sitting at a table when I approached them from the rear and whispered 

in Cliff’s ear ‘Roogiefeld’ whereupon he instantly recalled the year and place where 

he coined the word in the first place. 

At 9.15 pm on Monday Evening we had Social Time which involved banners being 

brought into the hall by some youngsters and some excellent music played by young 

adults and added to that a good dose of Humour. I really enjoyed it and judging by 

the applause, everyone else did too. I regret to say that Tuesday evening’s Social 

Evening was a real let-down. We were to have been entertained by a ‘comedian’ ie. a 

funny man. Sadly, I didn’t find him funny at all. He did get some applause, humour, 

after all comes in many flavours and tastes. He just didn’t earn any applause from 

me. Come back Jim Davidson, all is forgiven. 

I must now turn to the ‘meaty’ bit of the GA meetings. The motions and the voting. 

There were several motions to be voted on. The first by Stand Chapel proposing Dr 

Vernon Marshall for the next Vice President, was defeated. The voting being: For 27 

votes, Against 138 votes, so the EC had an easy victory as they had already rejected 

him in the first place. I feel truly sorry for Vernon, he didn’t deserve such shabby 

treatment. 

The second motion, Wakefield’s motion re BBC 4’s ‘Thought for the Day’ was passed 

without problem, I just can’t find my voting figures on this one. One motion, 

proposed by Rev. Feargus O’Connor: Emergency GA Motion 2, on Climate Change in 

response to the UN IPCC Report was to have been voted on but then Dawn Buckle of 

the EC proposed that this motion be ‘referred back’ whatever that may mean, and 

her proposal was approved. A motion from the Octagon Chapel, Norwich and 12 Full 

Members, supporting the campaign by the Howard League for Penal Reform, urging 

the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice, Chris Crayling, to consider the 

Prison Service Instructions that limits books and other essentials being sent to 

prisoners from families and friends. Reading is a right, not a privilege. The Motion 

was carried, for 148, against 2, Abstentions 4. There were other motions on the table 
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but some of these were interrupted by breaks for tea and coffee which resulted in a 

changing of seats in the voting hall and not always being able to hear the voting 

results clearly. On most matters however I was able to make good use of my yellow 

delegate’s voting card as and when I thought it appropriate. 

Throughout most of the various meetings and speeches etc. I saw many members 

making copious notes whilst listening to speakers. This skill of being able to listen to a 

speaker whilst making copious notes is something I have never been able to master 

which is why this report of mine relies on my memory, such as it is. 

The closing session of GA 2014 was held on Wednesday 16th April from 11.20 am to 

12.35 pm and began with the current President, Vice President and their partners 

coming to the platform. The Reverend Bill Darlison, after dealing with Motions 1-7 

went on firstly to give his Presidential Address before dealing with Motion, Number 8, 

ably assisted by Colin Partington and The Rev. Ernest Baker after the fashion of 

Morecambe and Wise. This was followed by The Rev Bill giving a short introduction to 

the Installation of the new President, Marion Baker, praising her many qualities and 

the sterling work she had done in the Nightingale Centre. Marion then took centre 

stage to give her Response as the New President which was given a standing ovation 

by all present. She then presided over the last Motion 9, before ending with an act of 

worship and the closing hymn “Come Strong God”  

In conclusion, David Arthur, in proposing Wakefield’s motion on my behalf was at his 

usual fluent best and my seconding of the motion was, as it was meant to be, as brief 

as it could be, which was fine by me! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Yorkshire Unitarian Union Quarterly Meeting… 

… will be held at the Whitby Chapel on Saturday 21st June.  The General 

Assembly President, Marion Baker will be joining the meeting. More details 

available from Kate Taylor.  

ALL THAT GLITTERS - A Message from Pat Howard 

Soon we may be thinking of preparing for Christmas, perhaps choosing Charity 

greetings cards from catalogues. I URGE you not to buy cards which are decorated 

with GLITTER. Such cards cannot be recycled and are a waste of paper. Forests are 

being cut down needlessly and community life disrupted. 
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a confidential 
ear and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 

 

The Engagement Group 
The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, engaging with 
one another following engagement group principles. The group has been 
dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact 
Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel. 
 

Safeguarding 
Our Safeguarding Policy is now available in the Chapel Vestry, and the 
summary statement and poster on display on the entrance noticeboard. If 
you have any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable 
adults please contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. 
All contact information and procedures are in the policy document. 
 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 
A chapel fire procedure is available on the noticeboard. Fire Officer is Paul 
Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns. 

 
 

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was 
established in 1662 and became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth 
century. It has taken a leading part in the economic, social, 
educational, political - and spiritual - development of Wakefield and 
its vicinity. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman: John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary and Pulpit Supply: Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, 
WF1 4AH, 01924 372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer: Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer: Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, 
Sandal, WF2 7LN, 01924 781020 melanieprideaux@virginmedia.com 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

