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Celebrate! 

Westgate Chapel is now registered for 

the solemnization of same-sex marriages 

and is the only place of worship in 

Wakefield District to do so 

 

http://www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/
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Gathering for Worship in May 

Sunday 4th May  10.30am  Stephen Carlile 

Sunday 11th May  3pm   Chris Pilkington 
Christian Aid Week service 

Sunday 18th May  3pm   Paul Dawson 

Sunday 25th May  3pm   Kate Taylor 

Tuesday 27th May  7pm   David Arthur 

 

Sunday Welcoming Rota 
Sunday Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel 
welcome at our services. As always, if you are unable to act as 
welcomer on the day indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
 

Sunday 4th May: Bill Humphreys 

Sunday 11th May: Pat Howard 

Sunday 18th May: Chris Pilkington 

Sunday 25th May: Liz Kitson 

 

 

 
  

If a religion is true, 

it will care less for dogma and doctrine 

than it will for love; 

it will care less for rules and customs than 

it will for compassion; 

it will care less for the gods we make than 

for the people we are. 

Cliff Reed 
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Chapel News and Notices 

 

The Chapel Trustees will meet at 2pm on 1st May in the Vestry 
 

The Westgate Forum meets at 10.30am on Tuesday 6th May to discuss the role 
and achievements of the General Assembly and its Executive Committee 
 

The Chapel Committee meets on Tuesday 13th May at 7pm in the Vestry  
 

The Art Walk 
Wednesday 28th May 5pm – 9pm 
This month we show the work of local artist and photographer Brian Holding.  
As always Kate and Paul would be grateful for volunteers to help to staff the 
Chapel. 
 

The Martineau Society 
The Martineau Society, which aims to foster the collection, preservation, study 
and publication of material relating to the Martineau family, is seeking new 
members. The annual subscription rate for individuals is £20.  Contact Gaby 
Weiner, 27 East Street, Lewes. BN7 2LJ. www.martineausociety.co.uk 
 

The Per Capita Payment 
This year our per capita payment to the General Assembly is £32.  We are 
always immensely grateful to those members who are willing and able to 
reimburse the chapel funds for this sum.  Please give the money, if you can, to 
our Treasurer, Bill Humphreys. 
 

Christian Aid Magazine 
Chris Pilkington will start leaving the latest editions of the Christian Aid 
Magazine and Ethical Consumer Magazine on the table at the back of Chapel for 
the use of members. Small differences made by individuals can have a big 
cumulative impact – so have a read! 
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The Asylum Seekers in Wakefield: A Report from Patricia M. Howard 

We have the Initial Accommodation Centre for Asylum Seekers here nearby in 

Wakefield, where the people are housed for 19 days before being dispersed 

across the region. During this time they are provided with meals, have access to 

health care but are not given clothing.  

Many arrive with little or no luggage, without any clothes to change into, and no 

warm, outdoor coats or rainwear.   Under the Government’s asylum contract 

there is no provision for these.  We belong to the City of Sanctuary project and 

are trying to show them that we care. We can do this in several ways. 

Donations of new tee shirts, underpants, knickers, socks, hats, scarves, gloves, 

shalwar kameez and shoes are needed urgently.  They should be taken to the 

Quaker Meeting House on Thornhill Street on Wednesday mornings between 10 

a.m. and noon.  All sizes are needed, from toddlers to grandparents.  

Secondhand children’s clothes and blankets for pushchairs are wanted.      

At Angel Lodge, where they are housed, there is a large room, as large as a 

school hall, where activities can be arranged by volunteers, so some of us go in 

to meet the mothers and children and supervise play and art and craftwork with 

the children, while the women like to knit and crochet, perhaps learning how to, 

but sometimes teaching us their ways of doing these. Some are so stressed they 

need to sit quietly and calm down. Others want to talk.  We need more 

donations of knitting wool, games, and Art materials and so on. 

At other times there is a group where volunteers teach English.  So there is a 

great need for helpers to share the work.  I want to tell you that I meet helpers 

from all faiths and none, and we work together and find that the Asylum 

Seekers are appreciative. I have met some very intelligent, lively, pleasant 

children and we helpers enjoy the time there.  

I would not like to be a person responsible for making decisions about the 

future of these people, having to reject them sometimes and worrying about 

how many there are. 
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Anger and Jealousy 

A Report of the April Westgate Forum from Kate Taylor 

Our discussion at the April Forum began with the passage from Matthew 21 

verses xii-xiii which reports Jesus’s anger at finding the money-changers in the 

Temple. Anger could be entirely justifiable. It was said that both anger and 

jealousy are simply a part of our nature as human beings. They may be 

beneficial: jealousy can spur us to self-improvement, to try to make ourselves as 

successful as those we envy; anger can lead to strategies to reform or remove 

what makes us seethe and boil.  We spoke of political satire and we talked of 

Dickens channelling his anger into novels which stirred his readership to notice 

contemporary abuses.  

We realised that both anger and jealousy can prompt destructive actions. We 

thought of the young woman scarred for life when a jealous friend threw acid 

on her face. We talked of road rage and the risk of motor accidents. We noted 

that anger can bring on strokes and heart attacks. Some of us could readily 

recall lying awake at night, fretting over something that someone had said to us 

in anger, or, worse, fretting over the angry words we had uttered ourselves.  

One of us described the unhappy situation of a girl who was left as a 

’wallflower’ at a ball and the jealousy she must have felt when all the other girls 

were being asked to dance.  

How should we react when anger explodes at a family gathering? How should 

teachers react when the behaviour of pupils drives them wild?  In neither case 

does ranting and raging do any good. Calm, firm words were recommended. 

Then we thought that laughter is a good means of releasing tension. 

But a good rant can also make one feel better! 

Words said in anger can leave a hurt that never heals. Whilst we are asked to 

‘forgive and forget’, it is possible to do the one but the other is beyond us. 

Memory retains the hurt. This led us to talk about the Inquest that was just 
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opening into the Hillsborough disaster. Some of us wondered how the relatives 

of those who died can still bear resentment. Others regarded it as very human.   

We talked of righteous anger and of ill-founded anger. Anger can so easily stem 

from ignorance or prejudice. We need to understand the circumstances and to 

be clear that our anger is justified before we act on it. Then we need to take a 

positive line but seeking wisdom and exercising humanity.   

Are we more prone to anger as we grow older, we wondered?  Perhaps we are 

less prone to jealousy, less concerned about our own status compared to that of 

others. 

We found it reassuring that our own congregation at Westgate Chapel enjoys a 

harmonious existence.  

 
Unity Hall – A Report from Chris Pilkington 

On 3rd April I was privileged to attend the launch of the Unity Hall Heritage 

project film and book celebrating the history of the Unity Hall as part of the 

work to bring this iconic old Co-op building back into use as an music and 

events venue. I was there representing the Co-operative Group who have part 

funded the project. 

The film charts the history of the building as the headquarters of the Wakefield 

Industrial Co-operative Society and later as a music venue in the 1970's and 

1980's. Members of Westgate Chapel will be pleased to hear that the first three 

speakers on the film were Kate Taylor, John Goodchild and myself. The same 

threesome also feature in the heritage book and reference is also made in it to 

the Unitarian Henry Briggs who presided over the meeting which led to the 

formation of the Wakefield Industrial Co-operative Society. 

The film can be viewed at: 

http://unityhallwakefield.tumblr.com/post/81690629592/day-158-created-by-

one-to-one-developement-trust  

and the book is available for £12 from the One to One Development Trust at 

info@onetoonedevelopment.org or on  07901 686142. 
 

http://unityhallwakefield.tumblr.com/post/81690629592/day-158-created-by-one-to-one-developement-trust
http://unityhallwakefield.tumblr.com/post/81690629592/day-158-created-by-one-to-one-developement-trust


7 
 



8 
 

The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a confidential 
ear and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 

 

The Engagement Group 
The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, engaging with 
one another following engagement group principles. The group has been 
dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact 
Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel. 
 

Safeguarding 
Our Safeguarding Policy is now available in the Chapel Vestry, and the 
summary statement and poster on display on the entrance noticeboard. If 
you have any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable 
adults please contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. 
All contact information and procedures are in the policy document. 
 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 
A chapel fire procedure is available on the noticeboard. Fire Officer is Paul 
Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns. 

 
 

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was 
established in 1662 and became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth 
century. It has taken a leading part in the economic, social, 
educational, political - and spiritual - development of Wakefield and 
its vicinity. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman: John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary and Pulpit Supply: Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, 
WF1 4AH, 01924 372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer: Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer: Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, 
Sandal, WF2 7LN, 01924 781020 melanieprideaux@virginmedia.com 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

